
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Darcey Addo 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

School Board, District 3, Brevard County 

What is your email address? * 

DarceyLivesinFL@gmail.com (Personal) / Darcey@DarceyAddo.com (Campaign) 

What is your public phone number? * 

321-271-6591 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Website: www.DarceyAddo.com & Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/DarceyForSchoolBoard 

Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

I have not run for political office before. 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Moderator of Opt Out Brevard. Member of the Space Coast Progressive Alliance & 

Brevard National Organization of Women 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

Public education is the foundation of democracy. It is the one way that, if done right and 

provide an equal, democratically based education to all children regardless of poverty or 

demographics, we give everyone the opportunity to have the best outcome. If we don't 

get it right we will continue to have gaps based on income disparity that divide the 

"Haves" from the "Have-Nots." 

What is your campaign message? * 

As a professional educator, a scholar of education policy, a public education advocate, 

and the mother of two school-aged children, I am deeply invested in the success of our 

schools in Brevard. I know that to improve tests scores and drive student learning, we 

have to empower teachers with the autonomy to teach with creativity and passion. 



However, I also know that success must not be measured only by test scores and data 

points. As a life-long learner, I believe in process and performance improvement, and I 

know that I am the most qualified person to help our district take a systems approach to 

evaluating our processes so that we can bring sustained improvement to Brevard Public 

Schools. 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

We are in a terrible financial situation which, I fear, will lead to full privatization of our 

district if debt service is not a top priority. In that privatization and charter districts are, 

in my opinion, the worst thing that could happen to a school district, getting the district's 

financial house in order is paramount.  

 

Additionally, a survey recently cited teacher morale as a top concern among 

stakeholders in Brevard. For that reason, continuing to work on this issue will be a top 

priority. I maintain that it is essential that we empower teachers, despite the lack of 

professional contracts ("tenure") to understand their collective power. Electing an 

advocate to the school board is the perfect way to do that. When teachers feel 

empowered to speak honestly about classroom conditions and their work environment, 

I believe we can being to make meaningful changes. These things include but are not 

limited to administrative bullying, excessive testing and how it impacts the learning 

environment, the load put on ESE teachers, lack of administrative support, and 

retribution for choosing to opt their children out of high-stakes tests. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

I just completed my 14th year teaching. I am a National Board certified teacher (2007). I 

hold a Bachelor's degree in Secondary English Education and a Master's degree in 



Urban Education & Teacher Leadership. I am ABD with my PhD in Leadership, Policy, 

and Change in Education. I'm certified as a Clinical Educator and have mentored several 

pre-service teachers through the University of Central Florida's School of Education.  

 

As the moderator of Opt Out Brevard I regularly and actively support public education by 

educating my community about issues including: the impact of high stakes tests on 

public education, the connection between excessive testing and lack of recess, and the 

insidious privatization efforts in our public schools.  

 

I am also a member of Brevard Talented and Gifted Association and Brevard County 

Dyslexic Children advocacy groups on Facebook. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

We absolutely need fewer tests, and we need to use tests only in the manner for which 

they were intended. This means that we need to remove the high-stakes from the tests 

including promotion & retention decisions, placement into remedial classes, funding for 

schools and districts, and teacher merit pay. We also need to return the results promptly 

and, in Florida, remove the statute which prevents the tests from being released to 

parents and educators. (Confidentiality of Assessment Instruments 1008.23). 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

I propose that Brevard immediately suspends the use of their "Secondary Schools of 

National Prominence" (SSNP) designation, which requires our students to graduate 

from high school with two credits more than every other district in the state of Florida. 

In doing that, we can have an increase in availability of teacher units to allow our 

teachers to return to teaching 5 of 6 instead of 6 of 7 classes each day. This proposal is 



a change to our progression plan rather than a policy change, but will require some 

aggressive advocacy to make it happen. 

 

I would like to remove the policy 9700.01, which allows special interest groups to recruit 

in the classrooms.  

 

I also support expanding our non-discrimination policy to include LGBT students and 

staff. Hopefully, this issue, which has been ongoing since 2014, will be settled before I 

am on the board. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

I do not support vouchers at all. I do not support charters in that they have become 

profit-making entities. I do not support "school choice" in the way it has been hijacked 

by reformers. There is a place in which our ideals and pragmatics must be  I think we 

are quite far down a rabbit hole, and some of our most needy children are not having 

their needs met in traditional public schools, so I fully support their parents divesting 

from the public schools.  

Puzzle Box Academy, a privately run school by one of our opt out moms, is a perfect 

example of this. She is the mother of an ASD son. Her son's needs were not being met 

in the public school, as is the case with most ASD children, and she knew she could do 

better. So she did! 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

No. There is no academic peer-reviewed research that supports this practice, so it's one 

that I cannot support. Additionally, it is divisive and discourages peer-to-peer 

collaboration, which is the very foundation of quality teaching. 



What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

Teaching is both a skill and craft, not something that can be learned in a six-week crash 

course that Teach for America (TFA) promotes. As such, I do not support TFA, nor does 

longitudinal research. In that most research and anecdotal evidence from educators 

indicates that it takes a full five years to become a refined teacher. For that reason, any 

program that encourages turnover every two years is one that I cannot support.  

 

I believe that new teachers out to have foundations in adolescent (or child) 

development, curriculum & instruction, pedagogy & practice, and assessment & 

evaluation - at a minimum. These "introduction to education" type courses, coupled with 

expertise in their subject area, and a mentor for at least the first two years, set the 

teacher and students up for an experience that is most likely to be successful.  

Harry Wong is helpful, too :) 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

I feel that school grades are entirely harmful in that they assign property values based 

on student test scores. This responsibility is a misuse of data and, to leave the job of 

assigning property values to children, is abhorrent. Further, to believe that you can distill 

the quality of education down to a letter grade demonstrates a complete lack of 

understanding about education.  

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 



I see this as one of the greatest threats to children's privacy. The accessibility of 

children's data and the way that it is so wantonly passed to private companies is 

frightening. Perhaps more frightening is that most people seem unaware of this reality. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

I have been an outspoken critic of Common Core for a variety of reason. In the 

elementary grades, I see the developmental inappropriateness of the standards as a 

glaring concern. Additionally, I am concerned with the excessive reliance on testing in 

all grades, starting earlier than ever. I am very opposed to the private organizations and 

foundations who are funding the CCSS, as the necessity of the reform to rank and sort 

teachers, schools, and students. Perhaps most problematic with this, and all 

test-centered reforms is the demand that teachers focus on tested subjects at the 

expense of whole-child education. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

To whatever extent possible, I believe we need to work to actively engage parents in our 

schools. That includes transparent, two-way communication, creating opportunities for 

parents to feel welcome at school both during school hours as well as at after-hours 

functions, school board meetings, PTO/PTA events, fundraisers, etc.  

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

I believe that it is the duty of the State of Florida to adequately fund public education. 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 



Not at all. There is far too much potential for political quid pro quo and corruption when 

businesses drive education policy. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

It would be lovely to say that I advocate for "local control", but unless we want to also 

locally fund our schools, this is not reasonable.  

At the same time, those who say that they don't want to have Federal government 

involved in their schools need to be prepared to not accept federal funding. That also 

means we can plan to say good-bye to IDEA, Section 504, Title 1, Title IX, and all other 

federal protections. I'm not willing to do that, so I suggest that we need a balance of 

power and responsibility. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

Having spent the past seven years working for FLVS, my perspective on virtual schools 

is probably somewhat different than most edu-advocates. In an ideal world we wouldn't 

need virtual schools because every neighborhood school would be the best choice for 

every child, but it's not a perfect world. For this reason, I make the choice that allows me 

to serve these students while also meeting the needs of my family.  

 

I do not support virtual charters. FLVS is a school district, just like any other school 

district in Florida. The K-6 school is a charter, in partnership with Connections Academy. 

The middle and high schools, both the part-time and the FullTime programs, are public 

school options. Knowing that I am a public school teacher, serving public school 

students, being paid by public FTE dollars, makes me comfortable with the work I do. I 

also know that for many of the students I teach, FLVS is truly their only option to earn a 

standard high school diploma. For example, I had two students this year who had 

cancer; one was on chemotherapy twice a month. I had a student who was an elite 



tennis player, ranked in the top 100 in the world, and travels worldwide regularly. Three 

of my students were in the film industry, so their schedules required that they frequently 

travel for auditions and castings. The largest percentage of my students, though, are 

those who have been bullied relentlessly in their local schools and don't feel safe going 

back. As a mother, I cannot blame those children or their parents for making a choice to 

keep them home. I know that I am giving these kids an excellent education; the one that 

they deserve.  

 

Ideologically virtual schooling may not mesh with my vision for public education, but I 

fully understand why parents make this choice. I can also say with certainty that I've 

developed some of the most meaningful teacher-student relationships I've had with my 

students at FLVS. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

In that I'm an admin of Opt Out Brevard, I'm obviously a supporter. That being said, 

opting out isn't the end goal for me, it's a strategy to impact change. I don't want to 

continue to send my children to school to protest as a long-term solution, so I'm hopeful 

that we will have a legislative change resulting from informed voters which will no 

longer necessitate protest.  

 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Technology, when used appropriately, can be a great tool to supplement learning. 

Technology, when used to replace instruction, can be detrimental. In all cases, we need 

to be sure that we are protecting student privacy and respecting parents' wishes. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 



I believe that CBE is the beginning of the end of public schools as we know them if we 

don't get an action plan in place right away. This is a perfect example of why we need to 

get our teachers to join the cause and speak up with us; as teachers we do not want to 

be data-collectors. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

Expanding our non-discrimination policy is the issue that is on everyone's mind. If this is 

not settled by the time I am elected, I will work hard to ensure that the folks understand 

the difference between a policy and a procedure. In my opinion, this is a place that our 

current board has not done enough. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

Nope, I think this was pretty comprehensive! 

 


