
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Amy  C. Tidd 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Florida State Senate District 17, Brevard and Indian River County 

What is your email address? * 

actidd@yahoo.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

321-631-3916 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

Facebook page Amy Tidd for State Senate District 17 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

Yes, I have run 5 times and won twice. Port St. John Advisory board won two terms, 

County commission defeated in the primary, two runs for State Representative against 

Ritch Workman lost both times.  

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Space Coast Progressive Alliance Board member,  Rockedge Business Development 

committee Vice Chair, St. Mary's Helping Hands computer operator. 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

Public education is vital to the United States staying a democracy.  Without an educated 

populace democracy dies.  Public education brings all classes of people together and 

gives all children a fighting chance to make a success of themselves in the world.  

What is your campaign message? * 

Vote for Tidd, you will be glad you did. 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

My top priority is to save the Indian River lagoon.  I will hold myself accountable by be 

accessable to my constituants by holding town hall meetings and returning phone calls.  



Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

My husband and son are public school teachers and I taught adult education at BCC. 

My support for public education gained me the endorsement of the Brevard Teachers 

union my past 3 runs for elected office.  

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

We should be using a national standardized test in our schools that measures both 

student and school standings and advancement.  I know we need less testing because 

we are losing teaching time for testing, and  our children are suffering because of it.  

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

I would listen to the teachers and parents to propose improvements.  We need to work 

together and not implement ideas that have not been vetted by all who are affected by 

public education.  One policy that I would research is the possibility of making all public 

school grounds and recreation facilities open after school hours for the community.  

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

I support public schools of choice.  My daughter attended Cocoa Beach High where she 

got an excellent education under the International Baccalaurate program.  I do not 

support charters and vouchers because I believe that public money should be used for 

public schools only.  If charter and other schools wanted to follow the same testing and 

guidelines, then I would support them also but right now they get tax dollars and do not 

have to follow the requirements that the public schools are burdened with. 



Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

NO!  

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

I support at least a BA or a BSwith a teaching certification.  I would have to judge 

alternative certification methods by their requirements. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

Can be useful.  

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

I am against it and will fight to stop it. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

I would need more information to make this decision. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 



Parental involvement is vital to a good education and I would encourage any program 

that involved parents in their children's education.  I was an active volunteer in my two 

children's schools. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

The state has the responsibility by the constitution to fund high quality public schools.  

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

Business involvement can lead to very positive results, especially in secondary 

education.  I think they should be consulted and involved to make sure that our students 

are gaining a quality education that will teach them needed life skills. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

Federal, State and local all have a role to play, with the local schools having the most 

control. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

A good alternative but should not be mandated.  Not all children have access to internet 

at home. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

I am encouraged by the bravery of the parents fighting for their children.  Too much 

testing is harming our students. 



What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Technology is a great tool to be used by a competent teacher. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

I would need more information before having an opinion on this issue. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

Failing Charter schools.  I will introduce legislation to make sure that charter schools 

have the required capitol etc to make a success so that our childen do not get forced to 

switch schools mid term because of a closing charter school. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

Thank you for fighting for our children. 

 


