
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Robin Bartleman 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Broward County School Board, Dist. 9  

What is your email address? * 

robinbartleman@yahoo.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

954-668-3662 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

www.robinbartleman.com    Facebook - Robin Bartleman 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

yes 
 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

Elected to Weston City Commission 2000-2004.  First elected to Broward County School 

Board 2004, 2008, and 2012 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Everglades Elementary, Falcon Cove, and Cypress Bay High School’s PTAs. 

Take Stock in Children Mentor 

Past chair and current board member for Children’s Services Council 

Chair of CSC’s Special Needs Advisory Coalition 

17th Circuit Juvenile Justice Advisory Board Member 

Vice Chair of Broward County Comprehensive School Health Advisory Committee 

Emerald Estates Homeowners’ Association 

American Association of University Women 

School Board Representative to National School Board Association and National 

Affiliate Advocacy Network 

United Way of Broward County’s Weston Alliance for our Youth 

Cooperative Feeding Program – LifeNet for Families Advisory Board 

 

Past Boards 

Broward County Value Adjustment Board 2009-20012 

Broward County School Board Oversight Committee 2006-2012 

Young at Art Children’s Museum 2008-2013 

Broward Early Learning Coalition 2004-2012 



 

 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

I believe public education is the foundation of our democracy and the great equalizer of 

our society.  I was the first person in my family to graduate from college thanks to an 

amazing public school education and teachers who truly cared about me and my future. 

In return, I have dedicated my life to public education. 

What is your campaign message? * 

Putting Children First! 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

Ensuring that each student is reading on grade level. This can be accomplished by 

focusing on the whole child, not just a test score. We need to expand and strengthen 

our programs and opportunities for students to be successful. Individualized learning is 

the key. We can measure student progress through portfolio assessment. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

I have dedicated my life to public education, first by becoming a special education 

teacher of students with Severe Emotional Disabilities in Opa Locka, FL and then as an 

assistant principal in Liberty City, FL. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 



I believe we need less testing.  As a former teacher, I used multiple forms of 

assessments to drive my instruction including Individual Reading Inventories, Running 

Records, formal and informal assessments,  pre and post tests, observations, and the 

Woodcock Johnson.  I am against ALL high stakes testing.  Last summer, Gary Stein 

(Sun Sentinel) wrote an editorial about high stakes testing  and highlighted my fight 

against it.  As a former school based administrator,  I am also keenly aware of all of the 

test prep and mandated assessments that take way instructional time from students. 

As a school board, we have reduced the number of mandated tests and have opt in 

practice testing. It is my hope that with parents, teachers, students, and organizations 

such as yours, that the State of Florida will recognize that their high stakes testing 

system is actually hurting the quality of education and taking autonomy away from the 

teachers.  The State Legislature made the stakes even higher when it passed 

Performance Pay for newer teachers who no longer have continuing contracts and have 

their test scores utilized to calculate their salaries. The Value Added Model is ridiculous, 

and last year’s salaries were determined without measuring student growth.  We passed 

numerous resolutions against this and worked with the Superintendents and Florida 

School Board Association to fight against the State’s model. As a parent, I love Opt Out! 

 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

We must have a clear strategic reading plan and have a strong Response to Intervention 

Process which provides support for teachers including a myriad of research based 

reading programs, additional staff to implement reading interventions, and ensure there 

is training on Universal Design for Learning for teachers to ensure that students’ 

individual needs are met. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 



I do not support private school vouchers. Our District offers school choice through 

magnet programs and reassignments. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

I do not support the current Pay for Performance Plan and I do not believe one high 

stakes test should be used to determine teacher salaries. 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

As a whole, our nation does not value educators.  Everyone speaks about how great 

teachers are; however, they are not paid as such. We offer individuals temporary 

certifications and allow them to teach students.  I am a professional and have an 

undergraduate and graduate degree.  

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

No, I do not believe in Florida's Accountability System. One high stakes test is not a true 

reflection of the learning going on in the classroom. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 



We must follow all laws pertaining to student privacy. Parents should know who has 

access to their children's education information.  

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

I have issues with some of the standards.  I do not believe some of the reading 

standards are developmentally appropriate for young learners and I have some 

concerns with the math standards. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

As a mother, I am an advocate for my children and as a school board member, I solicit 

input from parents before making a policy decision.  

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

The State of Florida does not fund education adequately; we are at the bottom quartile 

of the nation.  Public education should be the top priority of every state and be funded 

accordingly. 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

As a school board member, I solicit input from all of my constituents; however,  I do 

believe educators should be the driving force of education policies. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 



I believe in local control.  School boards are elected by their respective communities 

and represent the values of their constituency.  Parents and educators are frustrated 

and tired of high stakes testing in Broward County. If there was local control, I would 

change the accountability system and eliminate high stakes testing to address the 

concerns of my community. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

I believe we should offer on-line options to our students. Broward Virtual School is run 

by our school district and students are extremely successful. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

As a parent, I say THANK YOU! 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Technology should be integrated throughout the curriculum. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

As a former special education teacher, I utilized the  approved curriculum, based on 

state standards and my students' Individualized Education Plans to drive instruction and 

personalize learning.  I believe every child should receive instruction based on his or her 

individual needs. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 



We must continue to recruit and retain high quality teachers. We must also continue to 

monitor our Bond Program and ensure that projects are completed on time and within 

budget. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

I have used my experiences as a special education teacher, assistant principal in Liberty 

City, a City Commissioner, and as a parent activist to improve our public education 

system.  I have a track record of doing the right thing for students and staff, holding 

administration accountable, and spearheading district initiatives that impact the lives of 

our students.  As a former classroom teacher, I know what it feels like to take money 

out of my own pocket and purchase supplies.  I have been an advocate for teachers and 

have been endorsed by all of our employee groups. I eat lunch with teachers at their 

school sites, have shadowed our bus drivers, and am accessible to all staff members. 

We have reduced district based testing, changed processes and policies based on 

teacher input, modified portfolio assessments, and redirected resources to the 

classroom.  As a former assistant principal, I have been an outspoken advocate against 

high stakes testing and the pressure placed on our students and teachers.  I have 

worked to create programs for students with disabilities including Project Search, where 

a classroom and instructor are housed at Memorial Miramar and students are given on 

the job training, the WOW Program which includes the District giving students internship 

opportunities in transportation, our warehouse and administrative offices. We are 

currently revising job descriptions to ensure that our students with special diplomas are 

given the opportunity to apply for positions and are not shut out.  I have been 

recognized by the Florida Guidance Counselor Association as Guidance Counselor 

Advocate of the Year for fighting to restore positions.  I also was the School Board 

member lead and was instrumental in the creation of the Promise Program and our 



Collaborative Agreement.  This program is a national model for modifying student 

behavior and reducing school based arrests and suspensions and expulsions 

 


