
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

David Michael Morris 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Charlotte County School Board District 5 

What is your email address? * 

bnefriends@reagan.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

941-764-1991 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

www.votefordavidmorris.com 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

No 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Punta Gorda TEA Party (member, former board member), Republican Executive 

Committee (Precinct 17 Committeeman), ACT For America (member) 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

Our public education system should teach students the fundamentals of reading, 

writing, and arithmetic, along with other useful subjects. Our schools should prepare 

students for college or the workforce, and students should learn skills applicable to 

every day life. Our schools should NOT steer students towards any particular political 

philosophy or religion (including atheism). 

What is your campaign message? * 

I support free market solutions to government bureaucracy, and a reduction in 

dependency on the federal and state government. I believe the abolition of Common 

Core is a top priority. I believe parents and teachers are in a better position to direct the 

education of children than bureaucrats in Washington or Tallahassee. 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 



My top priority is to shrink bureaucracy within the school system, and reduce the 

dependency on state and federal funds. I believe that saving money is key to eliminating 

Common Core, to lessen the blow if the federal government cuts funding. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

I offer the perspective of a 21st century student, something our board currently lacks. I 

also offer the perspective of a support employee, having worked in institutional food 

service. I have served on the Punta Gorda TEA Party's board of directors, an 

organization seeking to educate members about important issues. I worked with ACT 

For America in effort to correct inaccuracies and pro-Islam biases in certain world 

history books used in local high schools. Unfortunately, the district chose to ignore us, 

despite filling an auditorium with more than 100 people urging the school board to take 

action. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

Generally speaking, tests serve a purpose in our schools, but I am adamantly opposed 

to Common Core based testing. I oppose standardized testing in general. More needs 

to be done by school districts to inform parents how to opt out of standardized tests. I 

believe our schools need to focus more on educating our youth rather than testing their 

abilities to temporarily memorize material and pass tests. We should return the control 

of curriculum and testing to our teachers who know our students, opposed to 

centralized bureaucratic control. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 



The first thing I am going to do is propose privatization of the food service program, 

since government run food service is leaving many students hungry. Students need 

nourishment to perform their best in an educational setting. I will also propose 

privatization of maintenance, housekeeping, transportation, and security. Improving 

support services improves the learning environment, and allows the school district to 

focus on education rather than support services. I intend to explore modeling our 

curriculum after the curriculum used by Hillsdale College's Academy. Students at 

Hillsdale Academy are top performers, and it is my goal to bring Charlotte County Public 

Schools to the top 10 school districts in the United States. I will propose a policy to 

expel current students who reside in the United State illegally, and to verify the legal 

status of new students seeking to enroll. Illegal aliens should not be receiving any 

benefits from the tax-payer funded government, money saved by expelling them can be 

invested in the education of American citizens and legal immigrants, and eliminating 

illegal aliens from our schools eliminates any criminal influence they bring with them. I 

will propose improved policies to reassign or expel students who are in our schools to 

disrupt rather than learn. Reassigning such students to alternative schools equipped to 

handle such students, and working with teachers to improve the quality of those 

alternative schools will improve the troubled students' quality of education, while 

removing the distraction for other students at mainstream schools there to learn. I will 

create a new organization, School Board Members Against Common Core, to work with 

other districts around the nation to eliminate Common Core and other federal 

intrusions. It is my hope that, if many school districts opt out of Common Core at the 

same time, states and the federal government will be less inclined to retaliate. I will 

propose a ban on Sharia Law in our school system, to curtail Islamic infiltration of our 

schools. As a candidate, I'm all ears to the ideas of others. Listening to the needs of 

colleges and employers will help us prepare our students for their future careers. 

Listening to the needs of parents and teachers will help us form sound policies to 

improve the quality of education in Charlotte County Public Schools. 



Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

Free market solutions is the centerpiece of my campaign, and one advantage of the free 

market, opposed to government operations, is competition. Competition gives 

organizations an incentive to improve. I personally utilized school choice to attend a 

different public high school than the one assigned to my geographic area, and I am a 

firm believer of giving parents more choices for the education of their children. Some 

charter schools are excellent, whereas some are horrible. There certainly needs to be a 

degree of regulation if we are to give tax payer funds to such institutions. For example, I 

would not want tax payer dollars flowing to a Mosque-operated school teaching our 

students to participate in Jihad, or schools operated by convicted child molesters. 

That's not to say charter schools must be Godless. I don't support excessive regulation, 

as I believe the free market will eliminate most of the bad charter schools. New Zealand 

has an interesting solution to compensation of schools, detailed at 

https://imprimis.hillsdale.edu/rolling-back-government-lessons-from-new-zealand/. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

No, I do not support standardized testing, so obviously I wouldn't support using 

standardized tests to evaluate teachers. 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

Teachers need to be competent enough to teach in the areas for which they specialize. 

Generally speaking, I would expect a teacher to have some form of relevant higher 

education and certification. I would expect an elementary school teacher to have the 

knowledge and ability to teach young children basic skills, and I would expect a high 



school science teacher to have the knowledge and ability to teach teenage students 

about a scientific field. I am open to ideas on this. In medicine, there are MDs and DOs, 

so I think there's room for alternative certifications for teachers if such certifications, 

but I am not ready to endorse or reject Teach For America. I disagree whole heatedly 

with Teach For America's stance on illegal immigration. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

School grades are based on standardized testing. The school grades give a certain 

degree of insight as to the quality of education offered by an institution, but 

standardized testing is not the best way to rank a school, especially if a school has a 

high number of students opting out of the tests. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

I oppose data mining. Students deserve privacy, and this data mining is a huge invasion 

of their privacy. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

No, the Florida State Standards are too similar to Common Core. Not all students learn 

or think the same way, and under Common Core, students are penalized for not solving 

mathematical problems the Common Core way. I believe our teachers and parents are 

better suited to direct our curriculum than bureaucrats in Washington, DC or 

Tallahassee. 



What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

Parents should be aware of what their children are learning, and any objections to the 

curriculum should be addressed properly. Parents should have a choice in what school 

their students attend and which teachers work with their children. Parents should be 

allowed supervised visits at their childrens' schools, and such visits should be 

encouraged by schools. There should be communication between parents and 

teachers. Parents should be encouraged to volunteer and participate in school 

activities. Parents should teach their children good manners and morals at home so 

their children behave well in school. Parents should encourage their children's academic 

achievement. That said, it's unrealistic to think that every parent is going to be a good 

parent. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

Not the federal government. Schools should primarily be funded locally. Private 

investment should be welcome, as long as there are no strings attached. 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

Yes, we should listen to the needs of colleges and employers, to prepare students for 

their careers. Support services should be divested to the free market, so obviously the 

companies taking over such services would implement their policies in those 

departments. I think it's important, however, to not allow companies to use their money, 

power, and influence to push corrupt policies. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 



I support local control, with some state influence. The federal government has no 

Constitutional authority to regulate education. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

More options for parents and students create a competitive incentive for improvement. 

Some students may perform better in programs offered by such correspondence 

schools than in a traditional school setting. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

I support it. I believe the school district should provide information to all parents about 

their right to opt out, and what they should do if they wish to opt out. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Internet connected computers are great research tools, and since computers are likely 

here to stay, students should learn the basics of how to use them. Students can use 

computers to create letters and presentations. Technology can be used to help students 

with disabilities. Students should rely less on calculators. Students should NOT be using 

cell phones in class. I don't see any advantage to using computers to perform 

standardized testing, except to aide a student with disabilities. I believe such use of 

technology creates an undue financial burden on school district. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

I maintain an open mind. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 



Our graduation rate certainly needs improvement, and that is something that is 

something we need to work with parents and teachers to improve. Support service 

departments have high turnover rates, and the highly bureaucratic hiring process, along 

with low wages, makes it difficult to recruit and retain staff. Food service seems to 

waste more food than what the students actually eat. Both of these school support 

issues can be addressed through the free market. My free market solution could also 

benefit culinary arts programs, by allowing the programs to purchase food at a 

discounted rate under a company's umbrella. The pro-Islam bias in some of the 

textbooks is disturbing, and we need a disclaimer for students who might actually 

believe some of the outright fallacies printed in these books. We need to encourage 

more community involvement. With such a largely retired population in Charlotte 

County, it's easy for residents to forget the importance of our educational system. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

This is a non-partisan race, but I am the only registered Republican seeking district 5's 

school board seat. I have bi-partisan support. My opponent supports more of the same, 

which is something we simply cannot afford. Pro-establishment organizations have also 

opposed my candidacy. The establishment has done nothing to resist Common Core. 

Please check out my Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/davidmorrisforccps. 

 


