
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Stacie P. Dern 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district) 
* 

Duval County School Board- district 7, Jacksonville, Florida 

What is your email address? * 

DernforDuvalseat7@gmail.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

904-472-4813 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

DernforDuval.com   facebook.com/dernforduvalseat7 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

yes 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

no 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

I am currently signed up for the mentoring class to be able to work with the United Way. 

I am a registered volunteer to read to children through the Read It Forward Jax 

Coalition. I am not a member in any formal organizations, but I have worked individually 

to tutor students or help them navigate the school system. I have been in contact with 

an ambassador for Rescue and Restore, which works to reduce the occurrences of 

human trafficking. When I began my campaign, I realized how much more I could give 

back and had not been doing. We stress volunteering for students in school, but as an 

adult, I feel I have fallen short. I run my family business and I am an advocate for anyone 

who asks for help, but I will be doing more in the future to give back to the community 

which has given me many great years. 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

Public education goes beyond academics. It encompasses social-emotional growth and 

support services, which can help students become a productive adult in society. Public 

education should work to ensure every child has skills when they graduate to be able to 

work towards a greater goal of college, career, or trades. We can create an atmosphere 

that is rewarding no matter the path of the student. 

What is your campaign message? * 

Admin



Back to Basics. I believe teachers should be able to lead the classroom without a 

prescribed timeline, which prohibits them from truly differentiating their instruction 

based on each child's needs. (Autonomy) I believe arts should be integrated in the 

curriculum to broaden the culture of all students, not just once every 7-10 days. I will 

work to promote equity in education because equality does not always help each 

student equally. 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

My top priority will be to work with policy to expand governance so administration and 

teachers will have a stronger voice in choosing how they teach and spend their funds. 

The evaluation system needs to be overhauled so  a test score dos not judge teachers. 

When we can improve the climate of the classroom, we can engage and change the 

expectations of the students, internally and externally. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

I am currently finishing my degree in early education and will be doing my internship in 

August. I went back to school to get my degree and noticed the changes in our public 

schools. I became involved personally with individual students with whom I have known 

or met on Facebook. I am eager to work to make each student's life better. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

Tests can be used to help schools develop programs to ensure that no child is without 

services. Assessments throughout the year should be teacher created so they may learn 

how to better plan their day/week concerning lesson plans and schoolwork. High-stakes 



tests are not valid and do not properly assess a student's ability to understand or an 

educator's ability to teach. Criterion tests are better suited to show growth instead of 

the current norm-referenced assessments, which ensure a failing percentage and 

compare students from diverse cultures and social class against a normative group. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

The first policy that needs to be changed is the usage of report cards to promote third 

grade students. Portfolios should be authentic work completed by the students and 

administered by the teacher, not mini assessments taken from the FSA. The ESSA 

promotes guidance from the state, not mandates, which means we have the opportunity 

to create new accountability systems and evaluations. We can opt out of using teacher 

evaluations based in part on test scores. These changes will happen at state levels, but 

we as district can work with the other districts in Florida to enact changes that will 

improve teacher quality. We will be able to reduce testing to only once per year in 3-8 

grades and only one time in high school. We will also have input in how we transform 

our lowest performing schools and reduce the test scores in terms of importance on 

school grades. The school board this year will have a voice in how we create changes 

based on the new act and it is important to have a board that represents teachers and 

public schools. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

I support school choice in the form of magnet programs. I do not think vouchers should 

be used for private schools. There are grant programs in place to support sending 

children to private schools. I do not approve of traditional charter schools. I believe 

charters should have to prove innovation in order to open a school. I believe the 

increase of charters in Duval has hurt the ability to properly fund many of our already 



underfunded schools and has prevented the ability to correct overcrowding of some 

other schools. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

I do not. The American Statistical Association documents that high-stakes testing is 

invalid for the use of VAM and determining long-term growth. Merit pay and evaluations 

are currently based on test scores and it is unfair judgment on our students and 

teachers. 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

I do not support TFA. I believe alternative paths diminish the value of students who 

major in education. Methods classes and classroom management classes need to be 

taken before a person enters the classroom. I believe in the traditional style of 

education with observations hours and internship. In order to entice teachers to enter 

the field, we can create a program that will allow them to take required education 

classes and then complete and internship before entering the classroom. A temporary 

certificate does not guarantee the teacher in training will take the required courses to 

earn a permanent certificate.  

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 



I do not. The grades are based on algorithms using the top and lowest 25% and test 

scores from high-stakes norm-referenced tests. The scores from invalid and unreliable 

tests cannot determine the quality of education given to students for 180 days. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

I do not think student data should be processed through private companies. The public 

school system has the capabilities to collect student information, in the form of 

registration and blue cards, which is useful in determining the needs of the school and 

how academic programs and resources affect sub-groups. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

I do not support CCSS. I believe the standards are biased toward students of color and 

students in lower socio-economic classes. Standards should reflect work capable by 

the average student with programs in place to support varying exceptionalities. We need 

more gifted programs in elementary schools and more opportunities for middle and 

high school students to be exposed to advanced and honors courses. Arts should be a 

bigger part of the day and timelines only derail an opportunity to receive an authentic 

education. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

I believe parents should work with schools to help build a stronger community base. 

This would work better if students attended a neighborhood school. We need to provide 

services in schools, which promote parental involvement and encourage parents to 

seek out support from the school. Adults who are not familiar with navigating the 

school system are less likely to be involved, which perpetuates the cycle. Outreach 



programs can help provide information to parents who wish to learn more about the 

academic process and their rights as parents. Parents who are not working during the 

day can be trained to come in and work as helpers or aides in the class. I feel this will 

improve the communication between the school and the families in the community, 

which will improve the comfort level of some parents while navigating the school 

system. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

Federal and state governments should be responsible for paying for public education. 

We, as citizens and taxpayers, pay a portion of the funding through taxes. I believe it is 

important to fund public education because it is a future investment for everyone. 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

I do not think businesses should have the monetary power to drive any policy 

concerning education. The experts in the field of education, our researchers, our 

administration, and our classroom teachers are collecting evidence daily about what 

policies and curricula works when implemented and what works only in a lab. We need 

to pull our policy from the opinions of those who work directly with students and those 

who run the schools. Local school boards should be allow to direct resources based on 

students and the community in which they live. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

Federal government helps fund public education and has the responsibility to ensure 

states are implementing guidelines to improve the quality of education. I suggest that 

local counties work with state education board to design policy that will allow each 

district the autonomy to improve their schools in an individualized manner, which 



nurture the most expansive spectrum of abilities possible. I think a shared governance 

between the schools and the school board will help each county devise a plan that will 

be the most effective based on student demographics. The state is responsible for 

oversight of district policy and to ensure each county is following the laws and creating 

progression plans that encompass supports in the classroom and in the local 

neighborhoods. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

I believe online school is beneficial when the student has the support at home and has 

the ability to focus on school without the help from a teacher one-on-one. I do not think 

online classes are for every student and I do not agree that they are required for 

graduation. This exposes the income gap and social class that exist in a country where 

about 25% of our students are living below the poverty line. If we are to introduce online 

learning, then it should be done in a computer class, at school, with a certified teacher 

on-hand to help. In terms of virtual schools, I believe that is an individual's right as a 

parent and student to do what is best for the child. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

I love the opt out movement. I heard about the movement from an online source and it 

was my starting point. I had been doing observation hours and noticed that teachers in 

3rd grade carried more stress than younger grades. Primary grades wanted to stay 

away from testing grades because of the way they were forced to teach. I believe the 

movement will gain more ground and I fully support a student's rights to be judged on 

their authentic work for the entire year. The high-stakes testing have been shown to be 

invalid and only serve to create averages that do not truly represent what our students 

already know and what they have left to learn. My son opted out of the FSA this year and 



will do it again next year. I am proud of parents who trusted those in the network to 

provide them with information and encouraged them to stand strong. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Technology should be used to enhance learning. It should be used to show how to do 

research online and how to safely search the Internet. Technology should not replace a 

teacher's lesson or be used to teach a lesson. We can use creative games and online 

tools to spark an interest in our students. We can use technology to teach our students 

keyboarding skills, or typing skills. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

I do not think we have the technology to replace or mimic a human brain function. CBE 

is a system set up based on averages. The algorithms used in computer technology will 

not be able to accurately interpret the inputs because there are too many variables. 

When a child comes to school wearing the same clothes and dark circles under their 

eyes, the teacher knows the work that will be done that day will not be the same quality. 

A computer will not. This a small example of the many problems associated with too 

much reliance on a machine to do a job that is dependent on human interaction. I feel 

money can be better spent on books, teaching staff, and paraprofessionals. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

Education in Duval has a climate problem. The teachers are not happy and do not feel 

their issues are being addressed by the current superintendent. Our community feels we 

are taking away their neighborhood schools. Our leader has micro-managed the 

education system and our priority should be to share governance so our teachers and 

administration will have a stronger voice in what happens in the schools/classrooms. 



Our curriculum is lacking in substance. It will be used again this year, but we need to 

work on finding one that integrates phonics in primary grades and literature in upper 

level grades. Teachers should be able to choose relevant topics to teach the standards 

instead of a scripted timeline, which one serves a specific style of learner. We have a 

large gap in terms of quality in the schools we serve. We need to address the 

community and gain their trust before the changes can help instead of alienate. We 

need to support a moratorium on charters and place our focus on the existing public 

schools that need more financial and community support. We need to remove the TFA 

program and invest in treating our teachers with more respect so we will not need to 

outsource our students' education. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

I am a mother of two high school graduates. My stepdaughter was admitted to UF and 

stayed for 3 semesters. She was not ready for college, but because her entire schooling 

was based on getting into college in order to be a productive and "good" member of 

society, she was left with no real world skills when college did not work out at this time 

in her life. My daughter is still in college, a junior at UNF studying secondary math 

education. She used the dual enrollment program and was in the AICE program; the 

college path worked for her. My son is a rising 5th grade student in a magnet program. 

He is college driven and will use the system to help him be better prepared. These 

children grew up together and still have different experiences. Not every child is 

college-bound. We need to ensure that each student graduates with skills that 

transcend college gates. We need to emphasize other options and make students feel 

good about themselves if they choose another path other than college. Life is about 

experiences. It is our duty to use what we learned to make experiences more valuable 

for students, current and future. We know college is beneficial, but not all students are 

able to attend college and not all students are interested in college directly upon 

graduation. We want to give our students not only soft skills, but hard skills. We want 

each child to graduate knowing they have the potential to improve their life either 



through trade or through school. I believe we can make Duval County a place where 

each child feels their education is our top priority. 

 


