
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Dianne Williams-Cox 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Florida House District 8 

What is your email address? * 

Dianne4flhouse8@gmail.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

8506929551 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

www.dianne4flhouse.Com Facebook Dianne Williams-Cox 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

yes 
 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

School Board and FL House D-8 (did not win) 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Democratic Women'a Club (State Committee Chair); Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority (Past 

Local President, and Regional Officer); Capital Park Baseball (President); Bethel 

Missionary Baptist Church (Sunday School Teacher, Choir and Media member) 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

Education should be provided to students teaching them how to be successful in 

life-long learning. 

What is your campaign message? * 

District 8 deserves better funding for education, jobs with livable wages and access to 

affordable healthcare. 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

Top priority is to fight for better funding of education, secure state pay raises and livable 

wages  and make the case for expanding Medicaid option. 



Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

My husband and I have educated our three sons in the Gadsden and Leon Counties 

Public School System.  We have lead school based volunteer organizations such as 

SAC, PTSO and Boosters.  

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

I am not in favor of high stakes testing to determine school grades which cause self 

esteem issues with our students...especially if they are attending low performing 

schools.  I am also not in favor of additional testing.  Testing should be used to evaluate 

where more instruction is needed and not to do more psychological damage. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

I propose that an evaluation tool be selected that will allow teachers to teach about the 

world and not the test.  PE, Art and Music should be restored because we want students 

to want to come to school because they enjoy it and not to learn to be test robots. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

I do support educational options because one size does not fit all, but we are tasked 

with educating ALL children.  Special needs and low-income does not exempt us from 

educating these students. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 



I do not support the use of test scores in teacer evaluations nor merit pay.  Teacher's 

Unions along with school administration should determine evaluation tools as well as 

pay scales and bonuses. 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

I believe that the minimum level of training should be the obtaining of a college degree. 

Certifications should be allowed in addition to a college degree. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

I do not agree with school grades and how they are being use to pit the haves and  the 

have nots against one another.  If any school in the district is an A school at a grade 

level, they should all be A schools in my opinion. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

Student data should only be shared with the expressed permission of the parent or 

guardian and then only for the expressed purpose. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 



I do believe that we must adhere to some form of standardization in education  for the 

state to ensure that the playing field is level and that all children are given the 

opportunity to learn. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

The parental role should be to work with the educational team assigned to the student 

to insure successful educational outcomes for the student. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

By statue, the State of Florida must fund and provide public education. 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

I believe that future occupations and the evolution of society should be considered in 

driving public policy in education.  All parts of the community including businesses 

should provide input for consideration. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

My opinion is that the State should control public schools.  The state should provide the 

standard that all public schoolsare to be evaluated on. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 



I am in favor of educational options that help students progress to graduation and to a 

successfull life. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

As education and society evolves, we must respect the role of the parent in securing 

successful outcomes for their children.  However, we must not allow parents to break 

the law.  Instead parents should advocate and lobby to change the law. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

It is paramount that public school classrooms embrace the use of technology in the 

educational process.  Along with being cost effective, it providea a breath of fresh air to 

the learning process. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

Because one size does not fit all, I believe if an indivualized educational plan is needed 

the parent should be able to request it and receive it. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

In my district we have a number of low performing schools.  My plan is to work with 

parents, students, teachers and administrators to determine the root cause and develop 

plausible solutions. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 



I have lived and served this district for more than 30 years.  I am now ready to turn or 

frustration into legislation in the Florida House. 

 


