
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Ryan Yadav 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Florida House of Representatives, District 30, Seminole & Orange County 

What is your email address? * 

ryan@voteyadav.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

4074741959 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

VoteYadav.com 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

NO 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

I have been involved in the Central Florida Community my whole life and have been a 

part of too many organizations to list. Recently, I have spent much of my time providing 

free legal services in conjunction with the Seminole County Bar Association as well as 

with the Seminole County Veteran's Court. 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

To shape students into well rounded members of society by presenting a balanced 

curriculum. 

What is your campaign message? * 

Progress Takes Courage 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

Keeping corporate influence out of our public education system. Legislators should not 

receive or take contributions from private corporations that benefit from public 

contracts. 



Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

I have no professional experience in education per se. However, I was educated in 

Seminole County Public Schools where my mother taught music for more than 32 years. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

Testing should be greatly reduced. More emphasis should be placed on direct teacher 

evaluation and traditional grades in subjects. High stakes standardized testing has 

crippled our education system in general but specifically has taken away valuable 

classroom time from long established important topics and has lead to irrational and 

punitive repercussions for teachers. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

Prioritizing "per pupil" funding for traditional schools, end punitive and irrational 

performance based policies for teachers whose students do not perform in step with 

irrational test scores, reduce high stakes testing, work to repeal legislation allowing out 

county residents to attend in county schools, increase vocational opportunities in high 

school 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

No, a great irony is that many elected officials who tout accountability by advocating for 

high stakes testing also support untested charter schools with public funds. Charter 

schools have needlessly drained precious dollars from traditional public schools. 



Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

No, student performance on standardized tests do not accurately reflect teacher 

performance. 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

Teachers should have at a minimum a bachelor's degree from an accredited university. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

Time and again school grades have been show to be erratic and not reliable. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

The sharing of student data for profit is disgusting. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

No, they are more of the same. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 



Parents are an essential role for an ideal public education experience. However, it is 

naïve to think all Florida's students have highly involved parents due to a variety of 

reasons. Schools and teachers should recognize such students and utilize alternative 

programs, mentors,  and tutors to ensure success. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

Taxpayers 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

No 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

State and local governments are the best entities to control public schools. Although 

state oversight is important home rule for local schools is essential. Washington D.C. is 

too far away to know what's best for our students. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

Dubious, I feel students are better served in traditional school settings with oversight. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

I support the opt out movement and a parent's right to end this madness. That said, we 

should continue to fight high stakes testing and corporate influence in schools so the 

next generation of parents don't feel the have to "opt out". 



What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Technology should be an accompaniment not the focus.  

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

Students are not robots they are human beings. Accordingly, everyone learns different I 

support personalized learning if education can be individually tailored without harming 

other students, teachers, or the taxpayer. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

We must stop the war in Tallahassee on our teachers and support them. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

Public education is not a for profit enterprise. Student and teacher achievement cannot 

easily be quantified on a spread sheet. 

 


