
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Mario F. Littman 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district) 
* 

Hernando County School Board 

What is your email address? * 

littman.mario@gmail.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

(352) 410-4333 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

https://www.facebook.com/Hammerheadslacrosse 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

yes 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

I never thought I would run for public office nor thought that I would ever need to. 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

I am a trainer in many disceplines 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

I feel that the role of public education in our society is to spark a love for learning in our 

children and to prepare them to become productive members of society upon 

graduation. To help them to become self actualized adults loving what they do for a 

living. Quality education is the key to all of this. 

What is your campaign message? * 

Kids first no excuses... Tell the truth, Do the right thing ...and do it now! 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

My top priority is to improve the educational system in the county where I live. I think it 

is important to empower teachers and allow teachers to actually teach children. My 

second priority is to provide some amount of job security to educators and 

administrators within the district. 

Admin



Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

Until last July I was the Safety and Security Manager over all 23 school sites within the 

county. I have a very good relationship with many many educators and administrators 

within the county. I am a certified trainer in many disceplines. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

Testing should only be used a guide to identify problem areas to make corrective action 

for the betterment of the children, teachers and district. 

High stakes testing should not be being conducted within schools. To think that a one 

time test taken by a child and to have that one snippet be used as a representation of 

the entirety of that child's intelligence is absurd. As an adult we have all had good and 

bad days. We all know people that are amazingly highly intelligent people who may not 

be good test takers. Are those people less intelligent than their peers? My opinion is no. 

I feel that high stakes testing hurts children. When this is in the history books there is 

only one side of this issue that I want to be on. On the side of the children and the 

educators. Doing the right thing is actually a very easy thing to do. 

People...representatives just need to have the courage to do the right thing and not 

submit to outside interests. I would not hire a politician to teach my child. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

Many...many people say that they are against high stakes testing but they submit to the 

will of the federal and state governments because they want the federal and state 

monies. Children and their education should not be used as a social experiment. They 



should not have to pay with their futures for the fiscal irresposibility of politicians or 

school boards. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

I support school choice and vouchers. Parents should have the opportounity to do the 

best that they can for their children and send them to the best school available. 

Successful schools will be rewarded and competion will raise the bar among 

educational institutions. In this county many people have turned to home schooling 

because of the county school system and the failure to meet their childs needs. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

Their are many factors that will impart scores at any particular school in every county. 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

There are many ways to achieve any goal in life. Whether it is climbing a 

mountain...running a marathon or educating children...What is in the best interest of the 

child is what is most important. There should be a minimum level on competency to 

teach. That decision should be made by the state in tandem with parents. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 



I DO NOT think that a school grade is a accurate representation of what is happening at 

a school or the quality of the teaching at a certain school. There are too many variables 

to compare one school to another. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

It should not be allowed. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

I am ABSOLUTELY against common core standards. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

There needs to be an equal partnership between parents and school boards. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

It should be funded out of the tax base. Ideally it should be from local and state funds. 

There should not be conditions on this funding imposed by the state. Decisions about 

how monies should be spent should be made locally. 

 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

I do NOT think that business or political interests should have any place in driving 

school board policy. While there needs to be a partnership between the school district 



and community stake holders school board decisions should be made with the best 

interest of the children without negotiation. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

I think that parents and the local school board should be in control of all decisions 

regarding the local district. The State should have oversight for the counties. 

 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

I think that virtual schools are a good option to provide opportounity to children and 

adults who may not otherwise be able to attent school. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

I feel VERY...VERY strongly that for the State of Florida to try to fit all children into the 

same size and shape mold is foolish. I believe that children and educators both suffer 

from high stakes all or nothing testing. I believe that parents are becoming more and 

more frustrated in a sytem that they do not feel has the best interest of their child as a 

priority. I believe that parents are leaving the public school systems in response to high 

stakes testing. Parents should have the right to opt out of high stakes testing for their 

children. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Children need to be tech savvy because they will be competing in a global marketplace 

for jobs. 



What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

Competency Based Education will be the beginning of the end of public education as we 

know it.  I would like to see education continue in a traditional fashion with a teacher, 

not a facilitator and a computer.  The system we had prior to school grading and CBE 

saw our country through its finest hours.  We need to get back to what we were doing 

when our nation put humans on the moon. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

One of the major issues facing the School District is that there is a recruiting problem in 

that we are having trouble recruiting and retaining highly qualified experienced teachers. 

There is a pay issue and a job security issue. Teachers can go only a few miles from this 

county and make more money and have more secure employment. This needs to 

change. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

Vote for the person who will put the needs of the children before their own. Those 

people are still out there. This is the only way that change will occur. Leaders need to 

have the courage to do what is right all of the time. 

 


