
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

William J. Vonada 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Hernando County School Board, District 4 

What is your email address? * 

vote4vonada2016@yahoo.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

352-200-6337 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

www.facebook.com/votevonada 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

No 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

I am currently a teacher and coach in Hernando County.  I have taught here for over 27 

years.  I am also a Youth and Children's Ministry Director at Mariner United Methodist 

Church, where I have been a member since 2000.  I'm a member of the FACA and the 

local teacher's union. 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

The role of public education is to create good citizens for our society.  This is done by 

emphasizing the character traits that we value the most, and by helping each student 

find and develop the unique talents that they have. 

What is your campaign message? * 

It is time for us to bring education back to what it is meant to be.  Due to a loss of our 

true purpose, public education has become a source of frustration for students, parents, 

and teachers, to the point that many no longer have faith in its ability to accomplish 

anything meaningful.  This must change if we are to survive as a nation.  

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 



We must return to educating the whole student, not just the test-taker.  This will require 

changes at the local, state, and federal levels.  I will continue to fight for these changes 

as long as I am in office, listening to both the customers  (students/parents) and the 

front-line workers (school level employees); if I feel I can no longer do this, I won't stay 

in office.  I feel that any office holder who fails to do this should be held accountable by 

his/her constituents.  My desire is not to be a career politician, but to be someone who 

makes a difference. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

I've worked in public education for 28 years, 27 in this county.   I've also raised 3 

children, all of whom have attended Hernando County public schools.  Working to 

support/improve public education has been a primary focus of my life. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

We need much less testing.  When the grade on the test is more important than the 

actual lessons and/or learning that takes place, we have a problem.  Testing should be 

used as an indicator of what adjustments may be needed in some areas, not as the final 

tool of evaluation in all areas.  Furthermore, the way testing is currently done is neither 

relevant to all subjects nor to life in the real world.  The truth is, we are all tested every 

day; however, it is rarely on a Scantron or on a computer.  Why then, is this the only type 

of test that seems to matter in our schools? 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 



I would support more emphasis on teacher input regarding  student promotion/progress 

and even on educator committees, where necessary.  I will push for our county to be a 

voice for change at the state and federal level.  We need to reduce testing and return to 

educating the whole student. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

In the past I have not been a big fan of these, but believe that our current system is so 

broken that we need to give people choices.  I do believe that if we can return public 

education to the place it should be, these can still be beneficial, but in a more limited 

role, primarily in the later stages of education when students begin to specialize in the 

fields in which they are passionate and talented. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

I do not support how we currently use test scores in teacher evaluation/merit pay. 

There may be some merit to using test scores as a small part of the evaluation for 

SOME subjects.  However, when we make evaluations "all about the test", is it any 

wonder that the test becomes the sole point of focus?  This test grade obsession leads 

to the neglect of true education in favor or teaching to the test.  Furthermore, there are 

many subjects in which our current method of testing is pointless.  Do we need a written 

test to determine if a student has learned to sing better in a chorus class?  Do we need 

one to determine if a student's health has improved while taking PE? 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 



I believe that this depends upon the subject and the difficulty level of the course 

(Physics for example).  There have been too many instances of students being 

short-changed by a "one size fits all" educational plan; this is true of teacher certification 

as well.  I think that some forms of alternative education is useful, especially for some 

subject areas (vocational for example).  I do believe that we need a minimum standard 

(a Bachelor's degree) for academic fields.  The problem I see with some of our current 

alternative methods of certification is that I believe they have been developed to 

address the impending teacher shortages, making it easier to fill the position, rather 

than to solve the true issues causing the shortage. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

The school grade is a very incomplete and inaccurate tool in the current way it is  being 

calculated.  Much like teaching to the test, schools are concentrating on "administering 

to the school grade", concentrating on finding ways to generate points from students, 

rather than on how to actually help develop the students. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

I believe that we need to share data within the school for continued improvement of 

school-wide and individual education improvement.  I do NOT believe in the sharing of 

student data through privately owned data systems.  I believe that this is simply another 

sign of public schools being more focused on business  than on education. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 



I believe that we do need to have some standards for curriculum at the state and federal 

level, but do not believe in our current system.  These standards need to be much more 

general and less stringent.  The more specific standards should be developed/enforced 

at the discretion of local school districts. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

The parent is the most important role in the education of each student.  Parents need to 

be given all necessary information to support/enhance the education of their children, 

and the ability to advocate when the child is being treated unfairly.  

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

Taxpayers should be the primary source of public education funding, especially at the 

early stages of education.  I would like to see industries become more supportive of the 

later stages of education in their respective fields.  We often hear talk of education 

failing to meet the needs of local industries, and this needs to change.  However, 

industries should also be willing to support the changes as needed. 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

I believe they should have a voice within their specific fields.  If schools are going to 

have vocational programs that don't fully address the needs of the vocation/industry 

because there is no communication with the industry, the programs are doomed to fail. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 



Local level control is critical, as the local districts are more in touch with the needs of 

the community.  There is, however, a need for some minimum standards at the state 

and/or federal level, in order to make sure students in some districts are not at a 

disadvantage in the state/national/global marketplace. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

We live in a technological world, and it is critical that our students are able to navigate in 

it.  Furthermore, there are some specific scenarios in which it can be the preferred 

source of education and can help with the cost of education.  However, we cannot 

become fully reliant upon it.  I believe the loss of true relationships and social-skills 

would be fatal to our society if this were to happen. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

I support it.  As I stated before, I believe there is some use for testing.  However, it has 

grown so out of control that we need to have a way for parents and students to say 

"Enough!". 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Technology is critical to our public school classrooms, as it enhances our students' 

education and prepares them for a global marketplace.  However, it still cannot be 

allowed to replace the individual relationship with other students and teachers. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

I believe that there are certain minimum standards that we need students to master 

before continuing on in their education; but it is ridiculous for us to believe that all 

students learn in the same way or at the same rate.  The more we can individualize 



some aspects of education, the more students we will effectively reach.  This is one 

area in which online/virtual school and technology can help. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

I believe that the passion and sense of purpose of teachers is being lost in our sea of 

testing and lesson plan mandates.  I believe that this will eventually result in severe 

teacher shortages.  This will probable be addressed by lowering the standards required 

to teach, and by providing additional financial incentives, resulting in us paying more 

money to less qualified workers to do a job in which no one believes.  We need to 

change this before it is too late. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

I do not desire to be a career politician.  If elected, I will take a pay cut, will lose my 

professional contract status, and will give up the right to teach and coach my son, 

simply because I want to make a positive difference. 

 


