
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Steven Van Gorden 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district) 
* 

Hernando County School Board District 2 

What is your email address? * 

vangorden2008@yahoo.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

352-206-4196 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

https://www.facebook.com/vangordenforhernandocountyschoolboard 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

yes 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

Yes. Elected 2004 & 2008 City Commissioner of City of Dade City. 2012 Elected Mayor 

of City of Zephyrhills. 2000 Lost City Commissioner of Dade City 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Director- Pasco Police Athletic League- Dade City, Member- Hernando County Chamber 

of Commerce Government Advocacy Committee 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

The role of public education is to educate the masses to allow them to be positive 

productive members of society. Education in my opinion is the great equalizer of the 

playing field in society. 

What is your campaign message? * 

I am running a positive campaign that promotes the increase of vocational and 

industrial certification, the de emphasize on testing of students, more advocacy with 

local and state official on educational issues and putting more decision making ability 

at the local level. 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

Admin



My top priority is being a good steward of tax dollars. When done effectively more 

dollars will make their way to the classrooms to impact student learning. I will hold 

myself accountable by reviewing the data and seeing if the classroom sees an increase 

in dollars per student. As far as holding myself accountable, that will happen every day. I 

will have clear and transparent lines of communication that will hold me accountable. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

15 years as an Educator in Pasco County Schools. My whole life is devoted to helping 

students. I have participated and given money to pro education candidates. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

Test should be used as benchmarks to make sure students are learning a years worth 

of knowledge in a years time. I support LESS testing of students. It is destroying 

students love of coming to school. I think more emphasis should be given on to what 

the teachers see them do on a daily basis. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

I would support the use of teacher assessments and report cards to display proficient in 

promotion and retention decisions. This would allow those students that struggle with 

the FSA but are honor roll students the ability to be promoted to the 4th grade. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 



I support all those above. I believe everything needs to be put on the table as an option 

to help a struggling child or any child for that matter experience success in schools. I 

also believe with that being said when run efficiently the public school system provides 

the best options for students to achieve. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

I support them as a piece of the puzzle. I would never support test scores being the sole 

data element used to evaluate or compensate a classroom teacher. There are many 

other equally important factors that need to be put in the mix. I think test scores is only 

a slice of the whole pie when evaluating teachers. 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

I strongly support alternative methods for certification. I believe the minimum level of 

training should be a Bachelors degree in the field they plan to teach in. We are having a 

nation wide teacher shortage. In my opinion, we need to start thinking out of the box. 

The students futures depend on it. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

The school grade is a political tool. Each year the cut scores get changed and there is 

zero statistical data that is truly relevant. Schools are forced to compare apples to 

oranges and any true meaningful systematic changes is halted. However, with that 

being said perception is everything. These grades serve as a way to continue to 



separate the have and have-nots. In my opinion, a better method would be to conduct a 

360 degree community serve through feed pattern schools. This information coupled 

with the test data would give a better picture of what is truly happening in a school 

community. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

Not a big fan of it. However, the data needs to be shared in order to make plans to guide 

improvements. Without baseline data, it would be very hard to measure school 

improvement plans. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

I support the concept of standards. I don't think Common Core is the way to go. I believe 

those decisions should be made at the local school district level. I would encourage 

parents, student, business leaders, teachers and elected school boards to shape what is 

being taught in there particular county. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

The parent is the child's first teacher. I believe the parent is a parent with the local 

educator in providing the best educational experiences for their child. This is done 

through frequent positive communication. Unfortunately, a lot of parents get involved 

after they are upset and the teacher becomes defensive. Being proactive is the key here. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

Tax payers 



Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

Yes. I think business concepts need to play a role in how resources are allocated. I also 

think business principles should be put in place as it relates to organizational structure. 

School systems are typical top heavy. This isn't good because it sucks up to much 

resources at the top of the organizational hierarchy. This means students don't get what 

they deserve and need to be successful in todays society. I also think local business 

can be brought in to plan curriculum and provide solid educational experience for local 

youth. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

I have always been a strong "Home Rule" guy! I think the state has an obligation through 

the state constitution to provide public education financing in all 67 counties in Florida. 

From those guidelines, I believe local school boards should provide the necessary 

programs to allow as many students as possible to be productive members of society. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

I support them. We are living in a global society that requires technology to be utilized. 

This movement is an actually necessary step because of it. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

I support what it is doing in concept. I think we need to work hard with local elected 

legislators to make the necessary changes so actions like this don't have to happen and 

be viewed in a negative light among some. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 



I huge role. If students are not being exposed to technology we are doing them a 

disservice. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

Each child learns different and at different speeds. I support this. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

Climate issues- Establish rapport with key stakeholders and build trust. 

Aging infrastructure- Work with all stakeholders to provide the resource to fix as many 

of these schools in a timely manner. 

Teacher Shortage- Goes back to climate and being treated as a professional. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

NA 

 


