
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Roger Pinholster 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Leon County School Board District 2 

What is your email address? * 

Rpinholster@gmail.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

850m728-2121 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

Www.rogerpinholsterforschoolboard.com 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

None 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

I vounteer at a maritime center helping teens learn how to build wooden boats 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

To help children learn to learn 

What is your campaign message? * 

Passion and Purpose with a Plan 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

To ensure a greater percentage of our stduents are proficient. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

40 years as a teacher, counselor, dsitrict and state administrator and principal 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 



To help students and teachers learn.  We should drop the end of course exams and 

using tests to evaluate schools and teachers 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

Schools and teachers need the power to choose what assessments they use to monitor 

progress.  It should not be a district decision. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

Charters and choice yes..our school dsitrict needs to have more charters and magnets 

that work.  It is our only hope for desegregation as it stands. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

No.  They do not correlate to teacher effectiveness. 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

Teachers do need a BA or BS but not necessarily in education.  Not advaned degrees. 

Research supports this. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 



Not by using just test scores...they don't correlate with the quality of the school or 

classroom instruction. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

As long as its totally secure fine. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

Yes.  They ask students to think and write. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

Most important is to have a positive relationship with their child from inception on. 

Then to advocate for and support their child, their teacher, and their school 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

Our entire society...government, business, parents.... 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

Not driving.  They need to give us feedback on our graduates and their preparation...just 

as should parents, the graduates, universities. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 



The most control should be in the hands of great teachers and principals.  We need to 

decentralize and empower those folks. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

It depends on the school...some are worthless and some are worthwhile.  There is much 

learning to be gained from online courses. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

They are helping us to find balance.  They have courage and act on their convictions! 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

To expand learning and extend time learning as in afterschool and summer...not to 

teach skills. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

There is a place for this in the school system with certain students.  It should not be a 

canned approach mandated for schools.  The jury is still out on effectiveness. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

We need to address and help fund quality early childhood, we need to recruit and retain 

the highest quality teachers and principals, we have 25 kids attending our vocational 

school, School climate needs to be improved 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 



We need someone on the school board who will research underlying problems and 

solutions instead of being complacent and going along with the status quo. 

 


