
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Rosanne Wood 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Leon County School Board, District 2 

What is your email address? * 

wood@rwood.net 

What is your public phone number? * 

850-878-4635 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


http://www.rwood.net/ and  

https://www.facebook.com/Rosanne-Wood-4-School-Board-931931806828794/ 

Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

No 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Chair, Board of Directors, Council on Culture and Arts, COCA 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

Public education is the cornerstone of our democracy. Public schools are designed to 

serve ALL children regardless of race, income or ability level. They give every child a 

chance to thrive. If we do our job correctly, our students will be good citizens, literate, 

think critically, succeed in their careers and continue to learn throughout their lives. 

What is your campaign message? * 

I am STRONG for children. I have the experience, knowledge and innovative ideas to 

make a difference. 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 



Create Empowered, Respectful, and Productive School Climates with less emphasis on 

School Grades and High-Stakes tests. Constituents can count on me to:  

•         Showcase and reward schools that demonstrate high parent, teacher, and student 

satisfaction. 

•         Fund Non-Violent Communication programs in our schools K-12. 

•         Develop strong leadership training to create bully-free, teacher-empowered and 

welcoming school environments.  

•         Advocate for local and state policies that emphasize multiple, authentic 

assessments of student progress and less emphasis on standardized testing to judge 

and grade schools. 

•         Push to eliminate state required End-of Course Exams that teachers cannot 

administer nor grade. 

•         Provide flexibility to schools to create thematic and hands-on learning 

approaches. 

•         Fund classroom technology that increases individualized instruction and eases 

testing burden for teachers and students. 

 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

I have 36 years of experience in Leon County Schools. I was the Principal of SAIL High 

School for 32 years.  Prior to that, I was a Social Studies teacher.  I have been an 

outspoken critic of high-stakes testing, school grades and teacher evaluations tied to 

standardized tests.  I have written numerous Op-ed pieces on the subject as well as 

testified before the Florida Legislature and State Board of Education. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 



Florida schools have entirely too much testing and the value of the results is highly 

overrated! Formative testing to help teachers deliver individualized instruction is fine. 

End-of-Course tests are an unnecessary intrusion and do little to inform instruction. I 

have no problem with a Florida-based standards test or a nationally-normed test to 

assess students' progress. However, the test results should not be attached to 

high-stakes school grades or teacher evaluations. These results should NEVER be used 

for retention purposes. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

I would immediately:  

•         Create a School Report Card that includes accountability measures beyond test 

scores and includes School Climate results. 

•         Allow schools to determine assessments and schedules used for progress 

monitoring. 

•         Eliminate A-F report card grades for K-2 students. 

•         Require Daily Recess/Developmental Play at all elementary schools. 

 

 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

I support student choice for magnet and special programs within the school system.  I 

support charter schools designed for the original purpose of "innovation laboratories", 

especially when designed for children with special needs that the regular school system 

is not addressing. I do not support cookie-cutter, for profit charter corporations that do 

not serve the goals noted above.  I am not in favor of Corporate Vouchers that divert tax 

dollars to schools with no public accountability for outcomes. 



Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

NO. I have written extensive articles on why this does not and cannot work. For 

example, see this op-ed I wrote back in 2013. 

https://rosannewood.wordpress.com/2013/04/19/and-you-thought-your-child-was-taki

ng-a-lot-of-tests-now-3/ 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

Teachers should have a minimum of a BS or BA degree. I always preferred to hire a 

teacher who had been through a teacher-ed program, but sometimes, alternative or 

expert-in-the-field certifications work just fine. Principals should have a great deal of 

flexibility to find teachers who are right for the school and their students' needs. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

NO, it is too simplistic a measure and misleads parents. School grades, with few 

exceptions, are a reflection of student socio-economic status.   I believe the high-stakes 

nature of school grades and the unfair advantage that higher socio-economic schools 

have, often misrepresent the quality of schools to the community. This system has 

unfairly stereotyped poor schools and has led to increased economic and racial 

segregation in our public schools. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 



It would depend on the security of the system and the details of the state or district 

contract. In general, I am leery/cautious about sharing data with private systems and 

companies. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

The Florida Standards are rigorous and require students to apply their knowledge and 

use critical thinking skills. However, many elementary educators say that a number of 

the standards are developmentally inappropriate for young children. It's good to work 

toward high standards, but given the high-stakes manner in which they have been 

shoved down the throats of teachers, students, and parents; the implementation has left 

a very bitter taste and needs to be revamped. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

Birth to five years old, when children's' brains are developing, is the most crucial time for 

parents to help their children get developmentally ready for school. Once a child enters 

school, parents need to continually encourage, monitor and support their child. They 

should work together their child's teachers and with the school to help meet their child's 

needs. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

All taxpayers 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 



The business community can help us by supporting full funding of Birth--5 programs, 

quality Pre-K programs and well funded public schools. They can demand that Florida 

invests in education so that we are not one of the lowest funded education systems in 

America.  

We need their input as to the skills students need to be successful in the workforce. 

Businesses can help educators prepare students for the real work-world by providing 

internships and apprenticeships. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

Currently we have too much top-down decision making from the Federal and State 

government, especially in the area of high-stakes testing. While there is a role for them 

to play, most decisions should reside with the local school board, superintendent, 

school principals, teachers and parents. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

The Leon County and Florida Virtual School, provide high quality courses that are 

especially helpful to rural schools, home-bound students, and to those students who 

don't have access to advanced courses. It is also helpful to students who get behind in 

credits and need to catch up. I do not think the state should mandate that every child 

MUST take an on-line class. Currently, there is too much "lining of pockets" of for-profit, 

on-line schools. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

Private school and Home-school parents are opting out by leaving the system. I really 

appreciate the parents who are standing up to the Legislature and demanding better 

treatment for our children. It's hard for public school employees to do so and this 



protest movement may be the only way that the Legislators will listen. I say, "Keep the 

pressure on for our kids." 

Here's what I said in a recent Tallahassee Democrat video interview: 

http://www.rwood.net/news/why-some-parents-are-opting-out-of-our-public-schools/  

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Technology should free teachers from mundane clerical tasks, help them communicate 

with parents, and enhance collaborative and individualized learning for each child. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

We need to get away from seat time and use competency based learning to 

individualize learning. However, it should not replace teacher facilitated instruction, 

group and cooperative learning. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

Other issues include: Funding not focused on the classroom, inadequate early childhood 

education and more career pathways for our students. 

My plan is to: 

•         Require a thorough review of district expenditures to re-focus spending to support 

teachers and students in the classroom. 

•         Allow more budget flexibility and incentives for school-based decisions of 

spending priorities. 

•         Review Title I spending to ensure maximum allocation of resources to the 

students and schools that qualify, with special emphasis on young children. 

•         Create high-interest magnet programs within our Title 1 schools to keep and 

attract students from all backgrounds. 



•         Develop Career Academies and Vocational programs at all high schools with 

strong community partnerships. 

•         Promote local Apprenticeship and Executive Internship job opportunities for our 

high school students. 

•         Continue emphasis on Mentorships, especially targeting our students with 

achievement and "opportunity" gaps. 

•         Support the “Community School” concept that brings social service agencies and 

wrap-around family services onto the school campus. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

Working together for our children and public schools we can make a huge difference! 

That's exactly what I want to do. 

 


