
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Edward G.  Viltz 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Manatee County School Board (District 1) 

What is your email address? * 

Viltz@voteviltz.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

(941) 746-0280 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

www.voteviltz.com 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

I have not run for political office previously. 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Board of Directors, Centerstone (Formerly Manatee Glens) 

Member, Bradenton Kiwanis Club;  

Guest Lecturer, Florida A&M University; Visiting Professor, Florida Memorial University; 

Board of Visitors, Syracuse University (School of Information Studies); Board Member, 

Fielding Graduate University  

Mentor,  Team Success School 

EPIC Board of Advisors  

ABC Civics Program Coordinator 13th Ave Dream Center; 

Member, Bradenton NAACP 

Former Chairman PLC  

Vice Chair Horizons Academy SAC 

 

 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

The primary role of public education is to prepare our students for college or careers. 

On a macro level public education has the role of building a foundation that provides all 

members of our community to be productive citizens within our society.  In essence, 

public education has the role of ensuring  literacy within our society and to provide all 



members of our community with opportunities to achieve their learning potential. 

We need public education to prepare our students to be global citizens. In addition, 

public education is mandatory for our democracy to work effectively. 

What is your campaign message? * 

Over the past five years it has become clear that our school system has lost public trust 

and not been as responsive to the needs of the stakeholders (students, teachers & 

taxpayers).  

 

We can and should make better use of district resources including our tax dollars, 

people, facilities and technology.  

We also need to create a collaborative environment that fosters success students, 

teachers, administrators and the board while ensuring transparency. 

 

We can better prepare our students for job training or higher education while reducing 

the current over testing model that is frustrating our teachers and stressing out our 

students.  

 

In addition, we need even more focus on graduation rates especially amoung our at risk 

students as there is a direct correlation between increased graduation rates and 

reduced crime rates in our community.  

 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

Of course there are many. The most pressing are; increasing the focus on the needs of 

the students versus political agendas, re-establishing trust between the board and all 

community stakeholders and getting the half cent sales tax extended to help provide 



required financial resources to renovate decaying schools. I will hold myself 

accountable to constituents based on results and transparency. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

As a third career, I have been a classroom teacher in  Manatee County County. I have 

taught primary, elementary and middle school for six years. I have also served as a 

visiting professor at Florida A&M University and Florida Memorial University. I am Vice 

Chair of the SAC of Horizons Academy and have served on the SACs of, Lincoln Middle 

School and Manatee Elementary 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

Testing generally has evolved from a method to determine remediation needs to an 

obsession with constantly ranking children, teachers and schools. There are benefits to 

standardized testing, however mandating norm-referenced standards testing for every 

student every year in every subject to high school must change. Our students are 

stressed out and teacher frustration is obvious. A middle school student spends more 

time in preparation and testing than a law school graduate spends taking the bar exam. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

The first legislation would be at the state level to alleviate the current retention of 3rd 

graders based on the Florida State exam. I would also lobby for VPK to be expanded 

and requiring teachers certified in early childhood education. In addition any legislation 

that would further foster more independence at the local level for our school system. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 



The major challenge of the recently passed bill to allow any student to attend any 

school  that has space is that it further increases the issue of logistics, control and 

potential school deterioration. For example, the district could be faced with an increase 

in poorly performing schools as more affluent parents are be able to move children to 

higher performing schools and students on lower on the economic scale will not have 

the same flexibility due to transportation limitations and other restrictions.  In addition, 

it further dilutes the whole concept of neighborhood schools by creating an increasing 

mobile demographic.  

I am a big proponent of public schools. Generally, charter schools compete with 

conventional public schools for pupils and funding. They have the advantage of being 

selective in students admitted and returning students outside of their model back to the 

public school system. Nationally charter schools are experiencing a high failure rate and 

the corporate profile being used for many is flawed. Since most charter schools are 

profit based, when faced with a decision on what is best for the bottom line or the 

students, the latter may suffer.  It is important to note however, that there are charter 

schools effectively servicing a niche not currently filled by the public school system. A 

good example is in the area of the arts.  

I have major concerns regarding the use of private vouchers they take funding away 

from public education 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

First of all merit pay is a challenge to administer equitably considering varied 

demographics and socio-economic factors as they effect performance.  In addition, the 

National Center for Fair & Open Tests stated that the ever changing rules for calculating 

school grades raises questions regarding using scores as a metric. I believe in merit 

pay, but we first have to determine how to make it equitable. 



What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

The initial benchmark should continue to be a minimum of a Bachelors degree with 

follow on certifications dependent upon teaching discipline. I do support Teach for 

America as an alternate certification as that assures two years of successful teaching 

experience after college. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

The school grade is a relative indicator and one of several. Considering the issues 

experienced with FSS (CCSS) it is a snapshot based on one test that indicates a 

performance trend. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

Student privacy is paramount. Data sharing through privately owned systems is one 

more opportunity for student data to be compromised or used inappropriately. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

As mentioned previously  the National Center for Fair & Open Tests stated that the ever 

changing rules for calculating school grades fail to provide Florida parents, Educators 

and taxpayers with useful information about the quality of public education. As relates 

to the CCSS, it is still work in process and should be used as an indicator , not a final 

report. 



What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

The parent is the co-teacher. In an ideal situation the parental role includes active 

involvement in supporting the teaching process as a monitor of their child's progress 

and an advocate as required. Unfortunately socio-economic factors result in varying 

levels of involvement and a delegation of parental responsibility. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

All of us. Through our tax dollars proportionately by income. 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

None comes to mind in K-12. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

Public schools should be ultimately controlled by the community they serve. Standards 

should be consistent nationally and locally once uniformly  agreed to, but how those 

standards are taught and within what timeframes should be the responsibility of the 

school 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

In a K-12 environment I have reservations regarding the effectiveness of virtual schools 

as they tend to require a level of discipline and independent study that is not the norm. 



In addition, they are a marginal alternative to the interaction that exist in a classroom 

environment. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

I support any parents right to Opt their child out of state testing that they object to 

considering the obsession the state has had with testing and the use of the results. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Technology is a tool that can enhance and assist instruction. It does not take the place 

of a classroom teacher. It can be used to complement instruction when monitored 

effectively 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

I believe education should measure learning and should not be time dependent I 

therefore support competency based education. This could reduce the cost of 

education and alleviate this one size fits all university model. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

Your Questionnaire was quite thorough 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

My bio: 

Edward G. Viltz, candidate for Manatee County School Board 2016, is a 35-year veteran 

executive of leading international corporations and nonprofit organizations. He is also 

an experienced successful teacher and education consultant. 



 

His initial involvement in the Manatee County education community was as a consultant 

to a failing Title I charter school serving Manatee’s poorest communities. Edward was a 

major contributor to the development and implementation of a plan that turned around 

the school’s performance from an “F” to an “A” (by Florida State standards) in three 

years. 

 

Edward has worked for the last six years mentoring and teaching math to “at risk” 

students at Team Success, A School of Excellence. His hard work assisted in 2014 

math proficiency being higher than the county and state average. In addition, Edward 

implemented civics programs encouraging voting and active involvement in federal, 

state and local government. 

 

Previously, in Washington, D.C., Edward worked with the Small Business Administration, 

and with the One America initiative to open a dialogue on race relations nationwide. He 

was an invited guest at the White House on several occasions and attended the 

inaugural balls of three U.S. Presidents. 

 

Edward served on the Board of Governors at Syracuse University (School of Information 

Studies) and Fielding Graduate University. He has also been a visiting professor and 

guest lecturer at Florida A&M University, Howard University and Florida Memorial 

University. 

 

Through work with the US Department of State, Edward established the first wireless 

Internet connection and computer learning center for an African secondary school in 

Livingston, Zambia, and coordinated a school-to-school partnership with the Thomas 

Jefferson High School in Washington D.C. In the nonprofit sector, Edward successfully 

served as the first president of the nonprofit top-level Internet domain (.ORG) and 

established a worldwide reputation for outreach to developing countries through 



education, training and technology initiatives. This followed a successful 20-year career 

as an IBM executive and entrepreneur.  

 

Edward has a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and a Master’s degree in Organizational 

Management. He attended the Harvard Graduate School of Business as a member of 

the “IBM Presidents Class” and was also a 1993 inductee into “Who’s Who in Black 

America.” 

 

Edward has been an active resident of Manatee County for 10 years. He has three 

grown children (all with graduate degrees) and is a proud grandfather of six. 

 


