
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Misty Servia 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Manatee School Board, District 3 

What is your email address? * 

misty@mistyserviaforschoolboard.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

941-840-9664 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


www.mistyserviaforschoolboard.com 

FB:  MistyServiaforSchoolBoard 

 

Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

not applicable 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Currently a part of the following: 

Manatee County Federal Credit Union Board Member 

Manatee Tiger Bay Past President and current Board Member 

Manatee County Housing Authority Board Member 

Leadership Manatee Board Member 

Bradenton Tree and Land Preservation Board Member 

 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

The role of public education is to ensure we have an educated society and that every 

child is given an equal opportunity to succeed in life.  Education is the great equalizer. 

What is your campaign message? * 



We need a School Board that makes smarter decisions with taxpayer dollars, and that 

works harder to listen more to our community. This way, our School Board can make the 

right decisions the first time rather than putting our community through repeat divisive 

votes over the same topics, time and again. . We need to prepare our students for the 

real future, through keeping our standards high and ensuring we are able to recruit and 

retain great teachers. We need to press the state of Florida for more local control over 

testing and assessment – and for better funding of public schools. And we need to 

work harder and better at the state level to end our district's and state's over-reliance on 

high-stakes testing. 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

My top priority is rebuilding trust in our School Board. Trust has been shattered in our 

School Board, after years of bad decisions and poor financial accountability. I will 

rebuild this trust by listening more closely to our community, through steps like regular 

town hall meetings scheduled at times convenient to working parents. I will also set an 

example for "listening more and talking less;" I feel our School Board (and in particular 

my opponent) often see their School Board posts as pulpits from which to pontificate, 

rather than positions of service and accountability to our community. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

As a parent of 3 Manatee public school children, I have been involved in our local 

schools for two decades. Because one of our children has "special needs," I've also 

gained first-hand experience in the bureaucracy that is our special education programs 

here. I've also volunteered for more than a decade on PTAs and SACs, and with the 

district's budget committee. I've been a mentor with Take Stock in Children for 4 years, 



and as a business woman who works with the community on economic development, I 

fully understand the relationship between strong schools and a healthy and desirable 

community to attract good industry and jobs. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

We need less testing – and in particular less high-stakes testing. Our state's 

over-reliance on high-stakes testing is a detriment to our students, teachers and school 

system overall. We need to better explore alternatives to the current FSA process.  We 

need flexibility in assessing our students, and our teachers and principals should take a 

lead role in this process. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

I will propose a regular system for communicating with our state legislators, as many of 

our challenges are hitting us from the state level.  I will advocate for more community 

input on all critical decisions before our Board acts.  And I will stand up for the right of 

parents and their children to "opt out" of high-stakes testing and partake of other equally 

sound ways to measure whether a student is learning what they need to in school. 

These alternatives include not only portfolio assessment, but also computer-adaptive 

testing, stealth assessment, and social/emotional surveys. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

I support school choice and charter schools that provide the district with unique 

programs that are not currently offered in the district. I do not support charter schools 

that simply duplicate what's already being offered in the public schools. Failed charter 

schools are a growing problem; they leave children displaced and sometimes struggling 

to catch up, and they also consume taxpayer dollars with no means to recoup them.  We 



should be concerned about the State’s current posture to award charter schools with a 

larger percentage of the state budget, while demanding public schools rely on local tax 

dollars.  Voucher Programs have shown to have a small increase on graduation rates, 

but a cap needs to be in place so that our public schools can adequately plan for 

needed infrastructure.  We also need to ensure there are strict checks in place to ensure 

that kids using vouchers are receiving an education that meets state standards.  Public 

tax money is being used for educating kids through vouchers and it must be spent 

wisely by hiring qualified teachers. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

I do not support teacher pay based on test scores. Teacher evaluations should be based 

on a broad based system of standards, including input from parents and other peer 

teachers.  

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

It is important that we have well educated teachers in the classroom, but I am no longer 

convinced that this can only be accomplished by possessing a certain degree.  Teach 

America is a fantastic program that brings education to our lower income communities, 

where it is most needed, but it also can create a problem with turnover, because many 

of the teachers who start with Teach America end up leaving or going to different 

schools. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 



From a parent’s perspective, I believe there is too much emphasis placed on the school 

grade, and it is not as meaningful as the general public may believe it is.  I think we have 

lost sight of what makes a good school.  However, I believe there is a benefit in the 

school grade when determining which schools need more support. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

The student’s identity should be redacted from any privately owned data system.  We 

cannot compromise student and family personal data. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

There is a lot of room for improvement with the Florida State Standards.  We need 

standards, but most importantly, we need flexibility in teaching the standards, and this 

control should be at the local level.  High-stakes standardized testing needs to be 

replaced and we should consider alternatives such as, portfolio assessments, stealth 

assessments, and computer adaptive testing. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

We parents need to be involved in our children’s education and help them relate what 

they are learning in school to their everyday lives.  The parent’s role changes throughout 

the child’s education, but parents should consistently promote the value of education at 

every stage of development, help guide kids down the path that works best for each 

child, and be the key voice in decisions for how a child's learning mastery is assessed. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 



Our state constitution assures us that our Legislature will provide adequate funding for 

education. This is not happening, and the Legislature is instead putting more of a 

burden on local property owners. We need to address our State Legislature's inadequate 

funding for public education. 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

I don’t see businesses “driving public policy”, but I think there is a great opportunity to 

include local businesses in participating in the education of our children as mentors, 

teachers, and sponsors of local education. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

We need more local control over our schools, especially in the area of determining how 

a child is assessed.  We also need standards to ensure that all of our schools are 

providing an education that is as good as other counties and states.  Florida has 

historically had a weak education system when compared to the rest of the US, and this 

needs to change.  The key is, we need to be flexible when deciding how to meet the 

standards and allow our teachers and professionals to do their jobs of educating our 

children.  

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

Virtual schools provide an option to students that can be valuable, especially to those 

experiencing bullying or other major distractions at school from learning. However, 

virtual schools should remain the exception; classroom interaction with other students 

and with the teacher remains essential and should be part of education when possible. 



What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

The opt out movement is making great progress in drawing attention to the failures of 

high-stakes testing, and its toll on students and families.  This well-organized group will 

help to shift changes that are desperately needed in education. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

State of the art technology should be provided in all schools and is important, but 

cannot ever replace the role of a classroom teacher.  In addition, our teachers need 

ongoing training on how to most effectively use technology. Too many computers, 

tablets and other devices are used inadequately, or unproductively, in the classroom. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

Every child is a different type of learner and competency based education generally 

leads to better student engagement and outcomes.  Education is not “one-size fits all.” 

The pace and academic content should be tailored to each student’s abilities, and 

competency-based learning is a key part of this. In fact, I believe it may be a key part of 

our future education system. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

I cannot emphasize enough: our community has lost trust in our school district, and we 

need to rebuild that trust. Everything that happens in our public schools will be improved 

once we re-establish trust with our community, and solidify it. Rebuilding trust starts 

with acknowledging the failures and putting processes in place to ensure we never 



make the same mistakes again.  It means always making decisions with the focus of 

strengthening our school district, which is what I will do if elected.  

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

No, thank you for this opportunity. 

 


