
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Gina K. Messenger 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Manatee County School Board, District 1 

What is your email address? * 

Gina.K.Messenger@Gmail.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

(941) 730-5982 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


https://www.facebook.com/GinaKMessengerForSchoolBoard/?ref=aymt_homepage_p

anel 

Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

No. 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

I am not part of any organizations. 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

As a public school teacher I see the role of education as an invaluable one. I have 

always loved education and that is why I chose to become a teacher. I believe that 

education allows for upward mobility in our society. Education plays a vital role in “The 

American Dream.” Meaning: If you become educated, and work hard, you will be 

successful. I worked in low-income schools where I always imparted the value of 

education to all of my students. 

What is your campaign message? * 

We should elect a teacher, not a politician. 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 



My top priority would be making the smartest budget decisions to insure the most 

money makes it to our classrooms. There are lots of poor decisions that are being 

made right now and it is because not enough members of the board understand 

education. At the board meetings, questions and comments are made that make it clear 

to the public that there is a lack of understanding of public education. With my 

background in public education I can more easily represent my constituents’ best 

interests. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

I have been a teacher in low-income public schools for six years. I have taught in rural 

and inner-city schools. Before becoming a teacher I volunteered in a wide range of 

classrooms, including a deaf education classroom in Manatee County. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

I have worked at a school where I ITBS tested my Kindergarten students. My “worth” as 

a teacher was determined by that test (which wasn’t even based on what I was 

teaching). I believe we could use less tests, and use them in a smarter way, so that we 

use them to improve our students learning, not pass or fail them with it. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

I have seen recently that a lot of decisions are being made about the student 

progression plan. I appreciate the School Board listening to the community and leaving 



parental involvement in the plans. I would always champion for more family and 

parental involvement. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

I support school choice and non-profit charter schools. School choice was not as readily 

accessible when I attended Manatee County Schools, however, I am encouraged by the 

choices my daughter will have when she is old enough to attend school here in Manatee 

County. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

Defining a teacher’s value by a test score is like defining the value of a dentist by the 

number of cavities you get. There is much more to a student than that one single test 

score. Further more, the tests are not based on what the teacher (should be) teaching. I 

taught at a school in another county that was piloting merit pay before it became more 

wide-spread. I have been through the merit pay system for four years. 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

I have met and worked with teachers that were alternatively certified and, to be quite 

honest, they were some of the worst teachers I have seen in a classroom. Going 

through an education program at a four-year University is important for general 

education teachers. However, I believe there are specialties where alternative 

certification would be better than a certified teacher. In many specialized fields, a 

person that has worked in a field for many years is more valuable than a teaching 

certificate. 



Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

I believe that the school grade is useful, however, I do not believe it tells the whole story. 

I have worked at failing schools that went to an “A.” and I saw the changes in the school 

to garner that improvement. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

I would prefer data to not be collected or shared through data systems. I would prefer 

that data to be used by teachers and parents to improve our students’ education. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

I am not in support of our national government stepping over what is constitutionally 

our state’s right. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

I believe that the parent’s role is immense. I have worked in low-income schools where 

99% of the community were minorities living below poverty. The biggest difference I 

saw between a successful student and a less successful student was parental 

involvement. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

I would like the community to fund its local schools. 



Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

Certainly not, that is why I have not taken any special interest money. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

Constitutionally, I believe it should be the state and our local community. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

I am in support of them. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

I support our students’ and parents’ right to peacefully object to testing. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

I have used SMART boards, Promethean Boards, ELMOs/Doc.Cams, iPads, Laptops, and 

Desktops while teaching. Our students respond to technology and I believe that more 

technology is their future. I believe having technology in the classrooms is important for 

student engagement. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

As a teacher, I always strived to create a personalized plan for each student. I didn’t 

always follow the curriculum (infact, I often didn’t) because I knew what my students 

knew and what they needed to know. 



What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

We are having lots of overcrowding in District 1. We need more schools, or better 

programs at other schools to attract students to choice to go to other, less utilized, 

schools. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

I am a regular person that grew up here in Manatee County. My grandmother was a 

teacher here. My sister and I both became teachers. Now I want to use my knowledge 

of public education to improve the schools so that when my baby girl goes to school 

here, it will be a great place for her. I am not a politician. I will not lie, cheat, or break any 

rules in order to get a vote. Even if you do not like what I have to say, at least you know 

where I stand and I will not lie in order to placate to anyone. 

 


