
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Eileen Long 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Pinellas County School Board District 4 

What is your email address? * 

electeileenlong@gmail.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

727-953-2977 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

electeileenlong.com 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

yes 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

NO, this is my first time. 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

League of Women Voters( Education and poverty committees) PTA Secretary at Palm 

Harbor University High School, Ways and Means for IB Boosters, Band Boosters, 

National Organization of Professional Woman, and Pinellas Classroom Teachers 

Association. 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

I believe it is the foundation of society and EVERY child deserves the proper education 

to meet THEIR needs.  I do not believe in this one size fits all.  I am a special education 

teacher and I have a special needs child. My whole career has been fighting for the 

rights of all children. 

What is your campaign message? * 

I believe that teachers, parents, community and business have a right to have their 

voices heard.  I believe in being proactive not reactive(that usually gets you in trouble) I 

believe in real surveys that let the peoples voices be heard.  I will serve the people of 

Pinellas County and not be afraid to vote against administration.  I stand on what is 

right for our children and I am very passionate about it.  I don't take no for an answer if I 

Admin



believe that it can be done. 

Most important I have an open door belief to be available for the people who I serve. 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

I want the old surveys back where the parents, staff and public grades each portion of 

the school system (ex. Dr. Greigo and his staff, the school board, schools and staff) we 

need to know how the people think.  This way we can see what is going right and what 

we need to zero in on to make positive changes. For accountability I will send out 

surveys asking the people how I am doing.  Maybe after the first 4 months and then 

every 6 months.  Again, I want people to know I am a phone call away and will have true 

conversations with you. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

I have taught 33 years and have two children in the system.  I kept my children in public 

schools because I feel strongly that our school system is the foundation of our country. 

I want Pinellas County to be strong.  Our school system effects home sales and our 

financial economy. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

First testing should be a guide how children are progressing, not a tool to determine 

graduation nor fatten the wallets of the testing companies.  I would prefer to see a test 

like the Stanford series in which you test the students at the beginning of the year and 

then give the same test at the end of the year to see real progress.  All this testing is 



destroying our school systems and kids are not doing better than we did!  Certain 

people are just getting rich on this. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

I will fight for better legislation for our schools, I am not afraid to go to Tallahassee and 

tell them what I think.  Student Progression Plans need to have more flexibility.  I cannot 

see failing a child who has done everything they are suppose to and still fail because of 

test.  There needs to be other options for  student to show progression. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

No, but here is the mother in me.  I know the public is upset with our school system and 

they want options.  Competition is a corner stone of what has built this country into the 

greatest nation history has every seen.  I believe if public schools are adequately utilized 

with staff and equipment the  demand for alternate choices would be significantly 

reduced. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

No, test results are just a small portion to the school year.  There are so many factors 

that effect the test scores ( did the student feel ok, was the student hungry, does the 

student have test anxiety) I could go on and on.  Teachers should be evaluated on what 

the evaluator sees during the observation(s). Of course, the administrators need to be 

properly trained how to do an evaluation. 



What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

I believe in a minimum of a four year teaching degree. However, if proper support and 

training are giving to potential teachers with other degrees I do not have a problem with 

it. Some of the best teachers I work with are Transition to Teach. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

Perhaps useful, however, a grade based predominately on test scores does not reveal 

all the positive things going on in the school. Test scores should be removed or very 

little percent used to grade schools. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

Absolutely no way do I want information shared.  If I want to share my child's data then I 

will do that not the school system. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

They should be used as a guide not a you must be here today. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

Parents should be involved. They should make sure homework is done, read with their 

child, communicate with their child's teachers  and visit the school.   The amount of 



involvement should be up to the parent but the more involvement the better the child 

does in school. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

The taxpayer.  We all benefit from a strong public school system. I do believe the 

taxpayer should have a voice and be heard how they feel the system is doing. 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

Yes, once a student is old enough to work they become part of the business world.  We 

should be working to make sure we are teaching skills that are necessary for kids to go 

out and work effectively with local businesses. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

I believe in a combination of state and local control.  Families move from one county to 

another so there needs to be some consistency.  However, each county should know 

the type of students we have and should be working to meet their needs. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

It is not for everyone.  It is a great option for students who have committed acts that put 

themselves or others in dangers. High level student who can figure things out on their 

own but not for kids who need the direct instruction. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 



I believe it should be a parents choice.  I know my children better then the school 

system. If a parent decides to Opt Out the child and the teacher should not be punished 

in any way shape or form. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

I think that technology is a great resource.  In todays world everyone is using 

technology.  Technology should be monitored closely in the classroom and used as an 

educational tool not as a way to keep kids busy.  Every school should have the best 

available equipment, the schools should be equally equipped. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

Not for everybody.  High level learners do great but the average child still needs the 

teacher introducing new material and guiding them. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

I believe the special needs child is falling between the cracks.  When Inclusion was 

introduced in this county we hade the staff to support it properly.  Now it seems ESE is 

being cut more and more.  ESE students receive more money from the federal 

government where is it going? I want to sit down with the ESE office and ask questions 

how they see things going and start working with making sure these children get the 

education they are suppose to. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 



I do not have all the answers, nor do I want to pretend that I do.  What I do have is the 

understanding to listen to the people I serve and roll up my sleeves and find the 

answers that are needed. 

 


