
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Carol Cook 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Pinellas County School Board District #5 

What is your email address? * 

cjcook928@gmail.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

727-536-4243 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

Facebook page: Carol J. Cook   (in the process of getting a website) 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

yes 
 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

I have run for School Board 4 times.  I have won each election.  The first two were won 

in the Primary Election.  In the 3rd and 4th elections I ran unopposed. 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Florida School Boards Association (FSBA)Board of Directors  

FSBA State Legislative Chairman.  

FSBA Professional Development Consultant: Training new school board members as 

individuals learning their jobs & working with school boards and superintendents so 

they know their roles and responsibilities enabling them to work together effectively.  

Value Adjustment Board School Board Representative 

School Transportation Safety Committee County Commission Appointee 

PTA Past President of the Pinellas County Council of PTAs 

St. Paul United Methodist Church Finance Committee 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

Education is the one thing that will allow any person to succeed in life if they avail 

themselves of what it has to offer.  Public education is to provide students with the 

educational tools to function in society.  

 

The Mission Statement of the Pinellas County School District is very much in keeping 

with my view of the role of public education.  I was involved in the creation of the 



Mission Statement and continue to hold it up as my compass. 

Simply put it's to educate and prepare each students for college, career and life. 

What is your campaign message? * 

I am the most qualified candidate for this position.  My entire adult life has been 

devoted to advocating for children.  As a parent, teacher, PTA member/officer and 

school board member I understand education from multiple perspectives.  My opponent 

has none of these experiences. 

 

I have been and will continue to be the child focused candidate.  I have a proven track 

record of child advocacy.  Every policy vote I have taken has been based on what is best 

for students.  I will continue to do the same when elected. 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

Close the minority achievement gaps while challenging ALL students 

Increase graduation rates 

Increase meaningful choice options for students 

Offer more Career Academies in the Middle Schools 

Maintain a fiscally responsible budget 

 

The accountability will be viewed and judged by the statistics made public annually.  

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 



I taught school for 11 years, served on the local and state PTA holding several positions 

including Vice President for Leadership, worked to start a preschool that 26 years later 

is still thriving and served on the school board for 16 years. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

We need less testing.  Pinellas County under the direction of the School Board has 

reduced much of the testing for students.  At the same time the state has increased the 

amount of testing that they require.  Testing used for diagnostic purposes can be very 

helpful for teachers.  Testing to see how students are doing on an annual basis is fine 

also.  It becomes a problem when the tests become high stakes tests determining 

whether students pass or fail a grade based on ONE test ONE day. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

Halt the use of statewide standardized testing results for any purpose other than 

diagnostic purposes. 

 

Provide for paper and pencil exams to be offered as an option for the computer testing 

 

Protect taxpayer dollars by ensuring all schools  receiving state dollars (including 

vouchers recipients) adhere to the same fiscal and academic accountability measures.  

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

I support public school choice and am proud that Pinellas County has been recognized 

by the Brookings Institute as the #1 school district in the state, and #7 in the nation for 

school choice options.  Charter schools that are meeting a need that the other public 



schools are not meeting are fine as long as they are held accountable by their Board of 

Directors, or school board.  If they are not providing the appropriate instruction or 

academic gains the elected School Board must do everything within the law to correct 

the situation including closing the school when necessary.  Vouchers are taking tax 

payer money, giving it to private institutions with no financial or academic accountability 

or oversight. I can't support this unaccountable form of education. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

No, there are too many variables for which evaluation adjustments can not address. 

There are several ways to judge the efficacy of a teacher.  Again, one test on one day 

doesn't tell the whole story.  This has also caused more teachers to teach to the test 

rather than teach the standards for each grade.  I believe the children are suffering as a 

result.  However, until the laws change and the Department of Education allows a 

different standard I will continue to include the scores as part of the evaluation and 

work to change the laws. 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

When a teacher graduates with a 4 year degree in Education and passes the 

qualification to receive their teaching certificate we should consider them for 

employment.  Training doesn't stop there.  Once hired professional development should 

focus in on areas of improvement or additional training to help the teacher grow their 

craft.  These can be areas identified by the teacher, administrator or both.  

 

Alternative methods of certification have come into play as there has been a shortage 

of qualified teachers.  Those methods are good for people who have had experience in 



fields such as engineering and would like to teach math or engineering related courses. 

However, they need to prove that they can TEACH.  Many individuals have taught as part 

of their work related experiences, but need to show they have skills such as classroom 

management and the ability to share their knowledge in a way that students can learn. 

 

Teach for America concerns me in that a "teacher" only makes a two year commitment 

to the job.  It is difficult to hone your craft in just two years.  There is also a cost to 

hiring, training and building a functioning team in a school. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

No.  School grades do not give an accurate picture of the learning that is taking place in 

a school.  

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

I believe student data is NOT to be shared through privately owned data systems. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

The terminology of Common Core is still being used in many counties even though we 

are no longer tied to that movement.  Governor Scott pulled Common Core out of 

Florida.  Although he replaced them with similar standards with only a handful of 

changes such as calculus and cursive writing Florida is in control of their educational 

expectations. 

 

The Florida Constitution requires a uniform, efficient system of education.  For that 



reason I believe the state should set the standards for all public schools.  Our Florida 

State Standards are those standards. The important thing is that the local school 

boards, elected to represent their community must maintain control over curriculum and 

textbooks.  Equally as important, the school board must ensure there's process for the 

public to have input when making those choices. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

The most important thing a parent can do is to instill the importance of education in 

their child.  This ranges from getting the students to school on time, holding them 

accountable for their homework and grades to having discussions about what was 

learned.  Parents are to set the foundation on which the teachers can do their work.  A 

parent is their child's best advocate and should work with the schools to ensure their 

child is getting the most out of their education. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

Again I will refer to the Florida Constitution.  It says, "It is the paramount duty of the 

state to make adequate provisions for the education of children residing within its 

borders."  It is the state's responsibility to make sure the uniform system of education is 

in place.  Funding should be provided by the state. 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

Businesses should not be driving policy in our schools any more than parents drive 

policy.  Businesses are part of the community and their input should be considered 

when policy is being developed 

 

Having businesses involved on our schools and partnering with us to provide 



educational opportunities is a different matter and I support that form of involvement 

whole heartedly. Students are engaged in their learning when participating in Career 

Academies supported by the businesses. Two examples of the benefits are improved 

attendance and higher graduation rates.  

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

The state should set the standards and the school board has the authority, according to 

the state constitution, "to operate, control and supervise all free public schools within 

the district."  Without the school board having that authority places the 

families/community too far removed from the process. 

 

The Federal authority comes in when there are grants that are provided.  Then they may 

set the parameters by which that money utilized. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

Virtual school has provided options for students that have helped them meet the 

graduation requirements.  It has been a huge benefit to our students that are 

hospitalized or homebound. I see it as a wonderful supplement to our schools, but do 

not want it to become a replacement for all face to face learning. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

The opt out movement was able to get the attention of the legislators in a way that 

school board members have not.  They realize this is a group of voters.  Even though 

school board members are also voters, the legislature has taken steps to penalize 

school board members and their association when we have stood up to them.  Now that 



the opt out movement has their attention, it is my hope that meaningful communication 

can take place and changes can be made to the testing. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Technology is a wonderful enhancement to the learning environment.  Again, it should 

not replace face to face learning. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

There are some very positive aspects of competency based learning for the students. It 

allows them to take the necessary time to learn a skill then move on.  There will be 

times when a skill will come easy to a student while other times it will require more time 

and effort to become proficient.  Personalized learning allows for the variation of the 

individual to grasp the knowledge.  In addition, individualized instruction allows 

students to interact with the teacher one on one or in a  small group more than just the 

lecture and listen type of teaching. 

 

It requires more preparation time for teachers and teachers need to adjust to a new 

paradigms.  Additional professional development will be needed. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

After the articles in the Tampa Bay Times our biggest challenge will be to overcome the 

negative impression of public education.  We will have to prove that our children 

throughout the entire county are receiving equal access to a good education and that 

equitable resources are being distributed fairly. 

 



I will continue, along with other board members to be like Paul Harvey and tell, "the rest 

of the story."  

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

I would encourage everyone to educate themselves on the referendum addressing the 

continuation of the half-mill ad valorem tax and hopefully vote in favor of it in 

November. 

 


