
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Abby Sanchez 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Seminole County School Board District 3 

What is your email address? * 

voteabbysanchez@gmail.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

407-497-0226 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

www.voteabbysanchez.com 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

No. 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Seminole County Chamber of Commerce( Member), League of Women Voters ( 

Member), Lake Brantley PTSA (VP of Legislation), Sanford Chamber of Commerce ( 

Member), Norma DiMarco Tee Up for Life ( Board Member for American Cancer Society- 

Auction items-raising money for kids with Cancer), Cattle Barron's Ball ( Board Member 

-American Cancer Society- Auction Co-Chair), and  Seminole Education Association 

(Member). 

 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

Public education's role is to help prepare today's young people for entry-level 

employment positions, the armed services, or college depending on what the individual 

wishes to do. 

What is your campaign message? * 

"The TEACHER'S Voice delivering the CHANGE WE NEED" 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 



Stop teaching to the test and teach the whole child.  I want to establish consistency and 

setup a program where all stakeholders, including teachers and students, are able to 

report when school administration is not in compliance. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

26 years of public school teaching at the elementary school level. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

Less testing. Assessments should be designed to address the "multiple intelligence's" 

and not just the students who excel at traditional test-taking. A single test should not 

decide if a student is promoted or retained. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

I would like to Facilitate more parental and community involvement, where we have a 

committee of teachers. parents, students, Para pros, bus drivers, retired teacher's , non 

instructional staff and citizens in our community, to help overall improve our 

educational system. I feel we need to have ALL BOARD MEMBER'S  from every School 

district in Tallahassee rotate their time in the State Legislature . We need to also make 

sure we involve parents, students and other citizens to spend time speaking to their 

legislators on a weekly basis. I want to advocate consistency of educational practices 

throughout our public schools. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 



No I do not support these programs, because education should not be for profit, and all 

public schools including charter schools should be required to follow the same 

guidelines and standards.  I don't feel the school choice program will be effective 

because we should not be able to cross county lines.  All county dollars should stay in 

each county. If there are special programs available at another school then your child is 

zoned for; then I believe it is appropriate for your child to attend that school and be 

provided transportation as well. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

NO!!!!! It is unethical and unprofessional to hold a teacher accountable with a text that is 

affected by so many variables beyond their control (i.e. home life, student's health, 

school funding, etc.) 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

Yes, I do support alternative certification programs and teachers who enter the 

profession as a second career. I believe that all districts should provide adequate 

training sessions that address all facets of teaching and the educational process. These 

training sessions would also be beneficial to traditional teachers as well as 

administration, support staff, school board members, and school volunteers. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 



It would be adequate if data was used to calculate it and the school districts actually 

educated the general population on the formula and what each "grade level" of the 

school scoring method represented and meant. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

With the risk of identity theft and "data mining" for profit being so rampant, I do not feel 

that student information should be handled or stored by any private or 3rd party. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

No I do not. It is not aligned properly to school curriculum. It does not focus on the 

needs of the students but on the needs of "the test". 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

As a parent, I feel it is the parent's role to support the education process at home to the 

best of their ability and to advocate for their child when needed. I feel that 

communication is of the utmost importance and that it is the responsibility of both 

teachers and parents to actively keep the lines of communication open. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

It is the responsibility of the community as a whole to fund public education as 

everyone in society benefits from a well-educated populace. 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 



Yes I do. Business provided detailed and intimate knowledge of what is currently driving 

the marketplace and what skills sets are needed in the current and future job markets. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

I feel a combination of shared control with local leaders at the helm is what is best for 

our schools. What works in Orlando, Florida may not be what's best for students in 

Seattle, Washington. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

I love them and I think they provide students with the ability to develop their technical 

skills and provide one-on-one feedback from their teachers. It also allows students to 

work at the pace that works for their individual ability level. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

I feel students and their parents have the primary right to decide what is in the best 

interest of the student. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

It should be utilized as one of the tools they use on a regular basis to prepare them for 

lives and jobs in the twenty-first century. However, there needs to be a balance between 

using computers and learning base skill sets so we are able to operate independently of 

computers and think on our feet and develop critical thinking skills necessary for 

tomorrow's leaders. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 



We need to teach the whole child. This approach is best so that the needs of each 

individual student are learned, addressed, and met. I feel that using a variety of 

instructional methods and tactics is the most beneficial way to help all students master 

skills to the best of their ability. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

Inadequate professional development and school funds not being allocated and spent 

as best as they could be. We need to provide professional development that our 

teachers want and need. School districts should not waste funds on consultants to 

teach classes when we have teachers that are already pros at what is being taught. I 

would rather see stipends or comp time given to teachers so that they benefit as being 

part of the solution. I would like to see a team of county-wide stake holders, not just 

school administrators, designing and implementing how our funds are allocated and 

used. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

I would like to implement "life skills" classes where students can learn the basics of life 

(i.e. CPR, money management, fundamental cooking skills, and other skills needed on a 

daily basis like changing a tire). I want to see Guidance Counselors, Special Education 

teachers, and support staff available to students and not taken away from their primary 

duties so they can supervise "the test". We have to bridge the gap of communication 

between parents, students, teachers, administrators, and county leadership. I want to 

work to improve the morale of school employees and students before they give up on 

education altogether. 

 


