
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Steve Edmonds 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district) 
* 

Florida House of Representatives District 28 

What is your email address? * 

steve@floridahouse28.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

407-308-0072 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

www.floridahouse28.com   www.facebook.com/edmonds4house28 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

yes 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

2002 - Seminole Soil And Water District - won; 2006 Seminole County School Board - 

lost; 2012 Florida State Senate District 24 - lost 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

To provide the information and knowledge necessary to navigate our political, 

economical, and social cultures in a manner that will help people become contributors 

to a more productive society. 

 

What is your campaign message? * 

Run Your Government or It Will Run You! 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

My top priority is water policy and providing a plan for the future of Florida's water.  I will 

be accountable via all the communication tools available.  Transparency and 

accessibility will be how I operate.  

 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

Admin



I have followed education policy in the state of Florida since I was in Stuart Middle 

School.  I have previously run for School Board.  I am currently an adjunct professor for 

two State Colleges.  I often advocate for more local rule in our public education. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

Our standardized tests should be strictly evaluation.  They should be random and 

unannounced, thereby taking a snapshot of the day and student levels.  Grades/passing 

should not be determined by them and teachers' salaries should not either. 

Standardized testing is different from the teacher's right and responsibility to develop 

and deliver and acceptable methods of instruction and evaluation.  Standards should 

not be determined by standardized testing. 

 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

I would oppose any further federal mandates of the common core variety.  I would help 

educate people that Florida Standards are a different wrapping for the same program.  I 

would work to return autonomy to the 67 School Districts.  I would look for creative 

ways to incentivize students and teachers to help make Florida a leader in Education 

opposed to consistently ranking in the 40's. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

Yes - I support all forms of education.  The more choices and opportunities the better. 

This brings us back to standards and where they need to be implemented.  We do need 

to make sure that benchmarks and achievements are being accomplished. 



Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

No - standardized test scores should be a "camera" not a "hammer".  There are plenty of 

other evaluations for teachers other than a publisher's test.  The administration should 

be determining the value of the teachers performance - that is their role and 

responsibility.  

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

I believe that experience should count for something.  Perhaps a good place for a 

standardized entry test.  If you can prove mastery of a subject then you should be able 

to teach it.  Again the on-sight administrators should be utilizing a matrix of factors to 

determine your worth and effectiveness. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

I think this was good intentions gone bad.  The grade system is what is helping to drive 

the rest of the poor policy revolving around standardized testing.  That being said if you 

are going to compare schools and performance - how else do you do it?  I would be 

willing to listen to ideas. 

 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 



If you can prove security and encryption that beats public protocols, then information 

should be fine.  Steep and serious consequence for not achieving that must accompany 

the policy.  

 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

No, I think it is an extension of the federal common core standards.  Repackaged. 

 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

The parents make a school system.  The people have to be involved for any government 

to work properly in their favor.  Otherwise, it favors something else. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

I was a big fan of the lottery as it was sold not as it is operated.  That being said, 

education funding and policy in all seriousness needs to be scraped and started anew. 

Federal mandates to states are not a positive for the state and state mandates to the 

counties are not a positive for the local authorities which is where I believe the majority 

of power and policy should reside.  I would suggest that funding should be contained 

within the state with a majority coming from local districts.  In the event a county is too 

poor to provide the floor level of services then we have to find a better way to assist 

than we do now.  What that ultimately looks like would need to be developed.  

 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 



I suppose that would depend on the policy.  Businesses depend on the educated 

citizens that come out of our schools, its one of the reasons people claim for taxing 

everyone and not just parents.  If the business sector says we need more emphasis on 

math or science, then there should be a mechanism for communicating that need.  That 

being said - I oppose publishers creating tests for the sake of(insert excuse)and then 

lobbying lawmakers to implement said tests in the name of (insert paid for study) - that 

results in statewide discontent that only benefits the previously mentioned publishers.  

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

The more local the better.  I recognize federalism and how it works but I feel the best 

opportunity for the most amount of "good" will come from local rule with some basic 

floor requirements.  The federal government does not need to be involved with K-12 

education aside from setting basic national requirements. 

 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

As a professor I much prefer teaching face to face.  I however, see a need and utility for 

virtual schooling especially in certain situations. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

I think it is everyone's right to do so. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 



We should strive to teach our students with latest technology because by the time they 

graduate it will be old technology.  

 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

I think its a positive thing.  I would also bring back trades and skills training and 

encourage people to find their niche.  They are going to need to at some point. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

My district is fortunate to have a strong school system.  I would work to protect their 

current abilities to continue that trend and also work to remove the obstacles that 

prevent them from being even better. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

Knowledge is power.  Thank you for providing this service to the public. 

 


