
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

Manny Lopez 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

State Representative District 74 

What is your email address? * 

electmannylopez@gmail.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

941.237.8052 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

electmannylopez.com 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

yes 
 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

I was elected to a the Whitney School Board in Whitney, Texas 1993-1996 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

PRESENTLY - Sarasota County Democratic Executive Board, Sarasota/Venice Chalk 

Festival - Captain.  PAST - Kiwanis - Kiwaniian of the Year 1992, Jaycees, Central Texas 

Economic Development Council - Board Member, Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce - 

Executive Director 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

Educate the young and get them prepared to enter college, enter the workforce out of 

high school, develop cultural awareness, and have life skills for independent 

self-reliance. 

What is your campaign message? * 

"Restore Upward Mobility" establish a living wage, have non-college bound high school 

students attend vocational training, create jobs through investing in infrastructure for 

responsible development and job creation, expand medicaid, focus on bringing a 

hospital to North Port, and raising the quality of life.  

 

Development should be balance with the environment and allow fracking in Florida 

because "If you frack it, you will crack it".  Infrastructure needs to be in place before 

developing, and have the impact of the infrastructure of the area in mind and not just 



the new development.  Infrastructure should include rebuilding what is in place like 

sewage that goes into the gulf closing beaches that hurt tourism. Infrastructure should 

be that of the future now; such as a fiber optic district that will attract high tech & 

medical research and development jobs.  A person working two jobs should not be just 

trying to make ends meet but be moving up the social economic ladder. 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

Restore upward mobility through education, health care, and responsible growth  as all 

three work in unison with each other.  Accountability would be by my voting and 

meeting with my constituents. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

Yes, I served on a community task force, a school board member, a substitute teacher 

for 3 years, and a certified teacher for 3 years. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

Test scores should be used to evaluate student progress and comprehension when a 

subject area is taught.  Less testing is needed.  I saw formal test taken multiple times a 

year to prepare for a FCAT test which was a waste of money and classroom time. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

Eliminate the Florida Standards Assesment test (FCAT replacement).  Have all high 

schools offer vocational training to non-college bound students and teach extensive life 



skills to all students. 

 

Teachers should have classroom autonomy in lessons taught and more control in 

discipline.  Teachers should have about 10-20% of classroom time to teach what they 

feel the student needs or what the teacher feels is appropriate to the student’s interest 

in topics covered.  Teachers need more counselors and reinforcement in classroom 

discipline 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

Charter schools owned by the school boards area good alternative to regular schools as 

they teach in a specialized area. Choice to attend the public schools within a district are 

good as long as there is room for the neighborhood students.  Vouchers for private 

schools should be banned as the money is taxpayer money that should be used to 

support the public schools. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

Test scores like FCAT should not be used to evaluate teachers because the test 

primarily covers what a student should have learned from previous grade levels where 

the teacher given the test was not the students teacher.  Also, a teacher may have a 

class of under achievers that would have low scores no matter who was the teacher. 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

The minimum training level at present is good.  A new teacher should have mentor 

teacher for 2 or 3 years to supervise and assist in their work.  Alternative certification is 



a great tool to get knowledgeable people into the teaching field.  I was an alternative 

certified teacher. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

The school grade is a good measure to compare schools as long as all schools a 

evaluated uniformly. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

Data should not be used by privately owned systems.  Student privacy is put to a greater 

risk of being abused by corporations. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

The standards attempt to cover too much material which causes teachers to move 

forward and leave students behind who are struggling who then never get caught up 

especially in a building block subject like math or language.  More emphasis should be 

in ensuring a student knows how to research and find information and solutions to 

topics.  The standards also do not evaluate the students ability to find answers to 

questions which is much better than memorization. 

 

We all know of Marco Polo and the Voyager spacecraft but do we know exactly what 

they did or when?  Probably not but if we know how to find the answer that is what is 

important.  Testing on the details of dates and what they did in a FCAT type test a few 

years after it was taught is not a good measure of a student or their teacher.  Evaluating 



the student on how to get the answer from something taught years ago is a high value 

and a better measure of student's achievement. 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

The parent should help students with assignments and communicate with teachers. 

Assisting in the classroom is very beneficial if at all possible. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

The public through local, state, and federal taxes.  Private companies should contribute 

donations when possible. 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

Businesses should have a say in identifying subjects that students need for 

employment especially in vocational classes.  Frequently, I hear business owners say 

students are not prepared for filling out forms or following direction and instructions 

from manuals.  We spend more time preparing for a test than preparing for the 

workforce.  We need to listen to what business leaders say they need from students. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

Local control should be the largest and have the most detailed level of control in our 

schools.  The community the school lies within knows better what is needed for the 

school and they pay the most to support the school.  However, we are a global society 



so the state and federal governments should have a general say as a guideline with the 

local control deciding the end product.  Right now the state has too much control. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

They are great as a enhancement to schools as they provide classes on topics the local 

school would not have in their system.  They are great for homebound students due to 

illness.  But they should not be a replacement for the whole learning experience but be a 

compliment.  Students do not get the personal teacher to student interaction and they 

miss out on socialization, sports, extra curricular activities if they are 100% online for 

their education. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

It is a good resource of information and tool to unite people with a common cause.  I 

like the candidacy questionnaire but do not see that many candidates have responded. 

It would be good if endorsements were given. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Technology should play a large role in public schools through being a delivery method 

of teaching, be a hands on tool for the students, a resource for subject material, a 

connection to the world in the classroom, and getting the student prepared for the 

global workplace. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

It is a good way of getting students to learn subjects that match their ability and interest 

at targeted levels through a building block of step by step progression.  The student 

needs to know the step being taught before moving on to the next step which is 



essential in learning.  The system is great but can conflict with Florida State Standards 

because the standards wants the student to move forward even if they do not know the 

needed material because all the material must be covered in the standard which does 

not allow time for students to work on a subject until they learn it.  

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

Extra counselors are need in every school for discipline and guidance both social and 

personal.  Discipline follow through and back up for the teacher is needed to keep 

students in order and to respect the rules.  But that requires more counselors than 

schools have on staff.   Too many students need personal guidance to help them with 

issues they have on the outside of school that affect their learning or dealing with life. 

Dealing with the issues now will help in preventing larger mental health issues later in 

life. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

Attracting and keeping good teachers is essential.  The obvious incentive is increased 

pay.  However, classroom autonomy in lessons taught and teachers having more 

control in discipline will attract highly qualified teachers. 

 

Today’s teachers basically have every minute of a classroom time dictated by the state 

in what needs to be taught by covering more than what is needed.  The emphasis is in 

covering a certain amount of material in a short period of time and moving on to the 

next topic.  Students learn at different rates.  Teachers should have about 10-20% of 

classroom time to teach what they feel the student needs or what the teacher feels is 

appropriate to the student’s interest in topics covered.  

 

A student could be sparked to gain a passion on a subject if allowed to go deeper into it 



instead of moving on to more topics superficially.  Another student may need more time 

to comprehend the basics of a topic before moving on and to be further lost in the 

remaining topics.  Conversely, if the students comprehend what is taught then the 

teacher can move onwards faster.  Good teachers have other knowledge to teach 

students.  Teachers know the specific needs of their students not the state.  

 

Teachers need more counselors and reinforcement in classroom discipline.  Students 

need to know that the rules will be enforced.  That requires more administrative & 

counselors backing the teachers up   Giving teachers more autonomy puts trust and 

respect on the teacher’s skills.  Add that to knowing discipline will be enforced would 

create a very desired workplace. 

 


