
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

H. Alan Burton 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Property Appraiser of Volusia County 

What is your email address? * 

burtonforappraiser@gmail.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

386-441-9998 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

burtonforappraiser.com 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

Yes, Volusia Soil and Water Conservation District,  2008 & 2014; elected twice.  

        City of Ormond Beach Zone #1, 2010 & 2014; lost twice 

        Republican State Committeemen 2014; elected once 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Kiwanis Club of Ormond Beach, President; Ormond Beach Performing Arts Center, 

Friends, Inc, Chairman; International Association of Assessing Officers, member; 

National Realtor Association, member; Florida Realty Association, member; Daytona 

Beach Area Association of Realtors, member 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

Support the growth and development of a child if chosen by parent(s). 

What is your campaign message? * 

Be certain with Burton 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 



Provide Fair and Just Values for all property owners as defined by the Florida 

Constitution & upheld by the Florida Supreme Court. This also includes the property 

values of school district. 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

Professional in Residence at Western Illinois University, 2005, lectured undergraduate 

and graduate classes. Participated in public school activities and conferences for our 

children. Paid taxes and fees. 

How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

Tests should be used sparingly. Less testing, more thinking. Use multiple evaluation and 

feedback tools for both the student and educator. 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

Promote choice and excellence in education for each child. Individual student 

educational plans. 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

Support any and all choices to meet the needs of the individual student(s). Include the 

use of school district tax waivers. 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 



The evaluation of the teacher is the responsibility of the school management or parent, 

and should use any and all tools for an appropriate evaluation of a professional 

educator. All performance should be merit/performance based mutually agreed upon by 

contract. 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

Qualifications should be established at the local level. Alternative and  innovative 

certifications can keep up with advancements including technological  changes. 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

A grade is one way to communicate progress of a student. The quality of education may 

be a combination as determined at the local level and/or contractual agreement. Quality 

use of primary sources. 

How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

A minor's data has privacy rights by the parent/student and is protected. 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

Florida State Standards need to be general in scope and nature. 



What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

The parent is responsible for their child's education, growth and development. A 

public/government education is for all children based on individual needs and "public" 

needs to be flexible and not one size fits all. 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

 

Education should be funded by the individual/family. Communities can agree to 

cooperate and contract for the best option(s). 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

The parent and educator should be driving policy. Businesses can support the process 

and/or program by agreement. 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

Federal should not play any part of funding due to unethical monetary policies of money 

production. The State of Florida should control public schools Home Rule for school 

districts that could be smaller than the county. 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

Online courses can work and greatly reduce the cost of school district expenditures. 

What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 



All persons should have the Opt Out Right for any and all government programs 

including education. 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

Technology is a tool. Use the best tool for the multi dimensional task of education. 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

Competency in an area seems to be the end result, so why not measure it, evaluate it. 

Personalized learning is individual based which is worth while. 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

Spending and funding levels by the school district. Quality education for the child and 

sustaining quality educators. My job as Property Appraiser is to provide a Fair and Just 

property value as defined by the Florida Constitution. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

I am a licensed Property Appraiser with the State of Florida (Cert Res RD7392) and an 

experienced public administrator for more than 20 years. You have a chance to hire the 

best qualified professional Property Appraiser with your vote. 

 


