
The Opt Out Florida Network Candidate 
Survey 

By completing this survey,  you agree to allow The Opt Out Florida Network to publish the results to our 
network group and state pages. This will not reflect an "endorsement" but serves to inform us, and our 
membership, about who you are as a candidate on issues important to us.   You can find more about our 
work here:  https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/ 

* Required 

What is your name? * 

James E. (Jim) Gillum 

What office are you running for? (include name of office, city, district 
and counties included if a state office) * 

Sheriff Volusia County 

What is your email address? * 

jimgillumforsheriff@gmail.com 

What is your public phone number? * 

386-785-5107 

If you have a campaign website or Facebook page provide them here. 
* 

jimgillumforsheriff.com 

https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/
https://theoptoutfloridanetwork.wordpress.com/


Have you run for this office before? * 

 
no 

Have you run for political office before? If so, what office and what 
were the results? * 

Sheriff of Pasco County...elected in 1984..served 8 years 

What organizations are you a part of and what is your role? 

Fraternal Order of Eagles....former officer 

What is the role of public education in our society? * 

To prepare individuals for life 

What is your campaign message? * 

To keep the people of this county safe and to put bad guys in jail... 

What is your top priority if you win this election and how will you hold 
yourself accountable to your constituents? * 

by establishing an open and transparent administration 

Do you have experience in the field of education? What have you done 
to support public education? * 

In was a full time staff member at the Tampa Police Academy and a part time instructor 

at Hillsborough Community College... 



How should we be using tests in our schools? Do we need more or 
less testing? Please explain. * 

More time teaching and less time teaching students how to take tests.... 

What policies do you propose to improve public education under your 
jurisdiction? (i.e. Legislation or Student Progression Plans) * 

N/A 

Do you support school choice/charters/vouchers? Please explain. * 

N/A 

Do you support the use of test scores in teacher evaluations or merit 
pay? Please explain. * 

No....teachers should teach and not spend time on just testing... 

What do you think ought to be the minimum level of training and 
qualifications for teachers? Do you support alternative certification 
methods, such as Teach for America? * 

N/A 

Do you feel that the school grade is a useful measure to inform 
parents and the community of the quality of the education at a given 
school? Please explain. * 

N/A 



How do you feel about the sharing of student data through privately 
owned data systems? * 

N/A 

Do you support Florida State Standards (CCSS)? Why or why not? * 

N/A 

What do you believe the parental role/responsibility should be in 
public education? * 

N/A 

Who do you believe should fund public education? * 

The public 

Do you believe that businesses have a place in driving policy in public 
schools? If so, please explain * 

N/A 

Do you have an opinion on who should control our public schools? 
Please explain. (i.e. Federal, State or Local, a combination) * 

Local control 

What are your views on virtual/online schools? * 

they have a place in a modern society.... 



What is your opinion on the opt out movement? * 

It answers a public demand 

What role should technology have in our public school classrooms? * 

As much as possible to catch up to the rest of the world 

What is your opinion on competency based education/personalized 
learning? * 

N/A 

What other issues is education facing in your district and what is your 
plan to address them? * 

Traning for law enforcement personnel as it affect the agency.. 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us? * 

No at this time 

 


